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Prelude on “Bachofen” (God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It, LSB 594)                     by Phil Lehenbauer 

 

 

“Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing the Mass. The Mass is held among us and celebrated with the highest 

reverence. Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also preserved”. - Augsburg Confession. Article XXIV. The Mass, 1-2a. 
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Please stand and face the processional cross. 

Lutheran Service Book 407                                                  “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord” 
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  5 To His disciples spoke the Lord, 

    “Go out to ev’ry nation, 

And bring to them the living Word 

    And this My invitation: 

Let ev’ryone abandon sin 

    And come in true contrition 

To be baptized and thereby win 

    Full pardon and remission 

And heav’nly bliss inherit.” 
 

  6 But woe to those who cast aside 

    This grace so freely given; 

They shall in sin and shame abide 

    And to despair be driven. 

For born in sin, their works must fail, 

    Their striving saves them never; 

Their pious acts do not avail, 

    And they are lost forever, 

Eternal death their portion. 
 

  7 All that the mortal eye beholds 

    Is water as we pour it. 

Before the eye of faith unfolds 

    The pow’r of Jesus’ merit. 

For here it sees the crimson flood 

    To all our ills bring healing; 

The wonders of His precious blood 

    The love of God revealing, 

Assuring His own pardon. 
 

Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000947 
Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000947 
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The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.                                                                                                                       Ma tth ew  2 8 :1 9 b ;  [1 8 :2 0 ]  

 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  In the last chapter of 

Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”  And the apostle 

Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 
 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the 

power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own.  We would be lost forever unless delivered 

from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation.  But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent 

His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life.                                                Matthew 28:18b-19; Mark 16:16a; 1 Peter 3:21 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the unbelieving 

world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and 

his family, eight souls in all.  You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red 

Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing 

of Your Holy Baptism.  Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away 

of sin.  We pray that You would behold us all according to Your boundless mercy and bless us 

with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in us, which has been 

inherited from Adam and which we ourselves have committed since, would be drowned and 

die.  Grant that we be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being 

separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent 

spirit and a joyful hope, so that with all believers in Your promise, we would be declared 

worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen.  
 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that 

God gave you in your Baptism?  

C Yes, I do.   
 

P Do you renounce the devil? 

C Yes, I renounce him. 
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P Do you renounce all his works?  

C Yes, I renounce them.   
 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

C Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?  

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

P Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T 

everlasting.  

C Amen.       
 

P Peace T be with you.  

C Amen.                                        
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Psalm 89:1, 26-28; antiphon: Liturgical Text; Psalm 89:20

 
 

L Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,* 

 and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand. 

 I have found David, my | servant;* 

      with my holy oil I have a- | nointed him.  
 

L I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, for- | ever;* 

 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations. 
 

C  He shall cry to me, “You are my | Father,* 

 my God, and the Rock of my sal- | vation.”  
 

L And I will make him the | firstborn,* 

 the highest of the kings | of the earth. 
 

C  My steadfast love I will keep for him for- | ever,* 

 and my covenant I will stand | firm for him.  
 

 

 
 

L Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,* 

 and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand. 

 I have found David, my | servant;* 

      with my holy oil I have a- | nointed him.  

 

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                                  Mark 10:47 
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Glory to God in the Highest                                                Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray.  

 Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved 

Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in 

their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   

C Amen.  

  
Sitting 

  
Isaiah 25:1; 26:11a; 28:5a; 35:1a, 2b, 10a; 41:18a, c; 52:13b; 12:3–5 

A       The Prophecy for the Baptism of Our Lord is from Isaiah.  
   

A In those days the prophet Isaiah spoke, 

saying: O LORD, You are my God. I will 

exalt You, I will praise Your name, for 

You have done wonderful things; Your 

counsels of old are faithfulness and 

truth. LORD, let Your hand be lifted up. 

The LORD of hosts will be for a crown of 

glory and a diadem of beauty. The 

wilderness and the wasteland of Jordan 

shall be glad, and the people shall see 

the glory of the LORD, the excellency of 

our God. And the ransomed of the LORD 

shall return, and come to Zion with 

singing, with everlasting joy on their 

heads. “I, the LORD, will open rivers in 

desolate heights, and fountains in the 

midst of the valleys; I will make the dry 

land springs of water. Behold, My 

Servant shall be exalted and extolled 

and be very high. Therefore with joy you 

will draw water from the wells of 

salvation. And in that day you will say: 

‘Praise the LORD, call upon His name; 

declare His deeds among the peoples, 

make mention that His name is exalted. 

Sing to the LORD, for He has done 

excellent things; this is known in all the 

earth,’” says the LORD Almighty. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 72:18-19

 
 

L Blessèd be the LORD, the God of | Israel,* 

 who alone does | wondrous things. 
 

C  Blessèd be his glorious name for- | ever;* 

 may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and | Amen!  

 
Ephesians 1:13b–18 

A The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter one. 
 

A Brethren: After you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 

Christ also, having believed, you were 

sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

who is the guarantee of our inheritance 

until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, to the praise of His glory. 

Therefore I also, after I heard of your 

faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for 

all the saints, do not cease to give thanks 

for you, making mention of you in my 

prayers: that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give to 

you the spirit of wisdom and revelation 

in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of 

your understanding being enlightened; 

that you may know what is the hope of 

His calling, what are the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

  

Pslam 143:10 

 
 

 

L Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!  
   
 

 

 
John 1:29–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 

 

 

P At that time: John saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold! The 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world! This is He of whom I said, 

‘After me comes a Man who is preferred 

before me, for He was before me.’ I did 

not know Him; but that He should be 

revealed to Israel, therefore I came 

baptizing with water.” And John bore 

witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, 

and He remained upon Him. I did not 

know Him, but He who sent me to 

baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon 

whom you see the Spirit descending, 

and remaining on Him, this is He who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I 

have seen and testified that this is the 

Son of God.” 

 

 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Sitting 

 
 

Lutheran Service Book 404                                                       “Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered” 
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Standing 

 
Psalm 51:10–12  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

 

 “I Bind Unto Myself Today” (LSB 604) 

 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses Me before 

men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, 

I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your heart, therefore, to the God 

of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord.  
Matthew 10:32-33 NKJV alt. 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that 

God gave you in your Baptism. 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in the 

Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and the 

doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and confessed in the Small 

Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
 

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain 

true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, 

rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 

R I do. 
 

P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your prayers 

and the gifts God has given you? 

R I will, with the help of God. 
 

P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are a member of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord’s Supper and 

participate with us in all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Standing 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing this 

Your daughter to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling her both 

with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your 

Word and Spirit she may continue steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this 

congregation as together we await the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith 

shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

We welcome our new member:  

Emily Horst 
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Please remain standing. 

 
[1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Brief silence 

 

P Heavenly Father, You have revealed Your Son to us in the wondrous Epiphany in the Jordan. 

So also You have revealed Your name and blessing to us in Holy Baptism, declaring us Your 

beloved heirs. Grant that we may daily die to sin and rise to newness of life, living with joy as 

Your baptized children. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Gracious God, prosper Your Church. Bless Matthew, our Synod president; Jeffrey, our district 

president; Aaron, our circuit visitor; David, our pastor; all church workers; and those preparing 

for vocations in Your service. Make them wise unto salvation and faithful in all the duties and 

responsibilities assigned to them for our benefit. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, preserve the family, especially all Christian homes. Turn husband and wife toward 

one another in love, equip fathers and mothers for their holy duty as teachers of the faith, and 

preserve all children in the saving faith and certain promises of their Baptism unto life 

everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, there are no authorities except those You ordain. Give our leaders hearts like Christ, 

their Lord, who tends the smoldering wick and the bruised reed and rules always in 

righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Merciful God, Your Son reigns in gentleness and rules for the sake of the downcast. Bind up 

those who are troubled and broken, [especially _____________,] and open their eyes to His grace. 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O God, in Holy Baptism You have opened the heavens to Your children. Grant that all those 

baptized into Your Son would worthily receive the heavenly feast of His body and blood for 

their forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Almighty God, You have brought eternal life to us through the death of Your Son. Grant that 

we who have come through Baptism and have died to this world would ever more and more 

live in the resurrected life of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself with the Holy Spirit in the fullness of 

grace at the Baptism of Your dear Son. With Your voice, You directed us to the One who has 

borne our sins, that we may receive grace and forgiveness. Keep us, we implore You, in the 

true faith. Since we have been baptized in accordance with Your command and the example of 

Your Son, strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting life and salvation; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C      Amen. 

 
                                                                                            Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3  

Following the prayers, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.  

 

Please remain standing. 

 

   

                                                                                                    2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His 

Bapitsm Your voice from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit 

descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
 ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                      Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kneeling or sitting forward. 

 
                                                                      Ma t t h e w 6 :9 -1 3   

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come,  

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

     give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Ma tth ew  2 6 ;  Ma rk  1 4 :2 2 -2 4 ;  L uk e  2 2 :1 9 -2 0 ;  1  Co r i nth ia ns  1 1 :2 3 -2 5  

 

 
 ~ The Peace of the Lord                                               J o h n  2 0 :1 9   

 
  

  
 



PAGE 20 
 

 

Lamb of God                                                                              Jo h n  1 :2 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting  

 
About participation in the Lord’s Supper: 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he 

comes.  
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 

hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. [Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than Holy 

Communion are asked to cross their arms over their chest.] 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 

(Above is the “Model Communion Card Statement” from Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, a 1983 report by the 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.) 
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Lutheran Service Book 590                                                  “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 

    

    

    

    
 
   Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Before Receiving Holy Communion 
O Lord, our God, in Holy Baptism You have called me to be a Christian and granted me the remission of sins. Make me ready to 
receive the most holy body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins, and grant me a grateful heart that I may give 
thanks to You, O Father, to Your Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Lutheran Service Book 596                               “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” 

    

    

    

    
 

  5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

    In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, 

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 

    And then in death completes you. 
 

  6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do 

    Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess 

His glorious robe of righteousness 

    Bestowed on you forever! 
 

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000947 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer After Receiving Holy Communion 
Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to me in this holy Sacrament. Keep me in Your faith and favor that I may 
live in You even as You live in me. May Your body and blood preserve me in the true faith to life everlasting. Hear me for the 
sake of Your name. Amen. 
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Standing 

 
Song of Simeon                                                                  Luke 2:29-32

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Psalm 107:1 
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P Let us pray.  

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 

hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 

2 Timothy 4:22, Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  

 

Numbers 6:24-26

 
 

 

 
 

 
Sitting 
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Standing 

 

Lutheran Service Book 594                                                      “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It” 

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000947 
Tune: Public domain 
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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

 

Presiding Minister  

 The Rev. David V. Miller, Pastor 

 

Altar Assistant(s) 

Grayson Beckman, Chair of Elders 

Jude Miller, Acolyte/Gospel Bearer 

 

Organist 

Abby Warnke, Director of Music 

 

Cantor 

 Adrian Popescu 

 

Musician(s) 

 Will Davis, trumpet 

 Patty Harmon, trumpet/French horn 

 

Altar Guild 

Whitney Worthington/Kati Durden 

 

Usher(s) 

Greg Ison/Isaac Beckman 

(Tom Lawton) 

 

      Fellowship Host(s) 

TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE CONFESSION OF ST. PETER 

 

Presiding Minister  

 The Rev. David V. Miller, Pastor 

 

Altar Assistant(s) 

Grayson Beckman, Chair of Elders 

Jude Miller, Acolyte/Gospel Bearer 

 

Organist 

Abby Warnke, Director of Music 

 

Cantor 

 Adrian Popescu 

 

Musician(s) 

 Will Davis, trumpet 

 Patty Harmon, trumpet/French horn 

 

Altar Guild 

Jeni Miller 

 

Usher(s) 

Greg Ison/Isaac Beckman 

(Tom Lawton) 

 

      Fellowship Host(s) 

TBD 
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Sunday 
1/11 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

Nursery available 

Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study: Luther’s “A Simple Way to Pray” 

Holy Mass 

Congregational Meeting 

Fellowship Hour 
 

 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 

Following Meeting  

Monday 

1/12 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Tuesday 

1/13 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Wednesday 

1/14 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 

Open Arms LCDC Chapel 

Midweek Prayer 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

10:15 AM 

12:15 PM  

Thursday 

1/15 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM  

Friday 

1/16 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Saturday 

1/17 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 
 

Sunday 

1/18 

The Confession of St. Peter 

Nursery available 

Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study: Imagine the God of Heaven 

Holy Mass 

Fellowship Hour 

Church Board Meeting 

 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 

Following Fellowship Hour 
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 Adult Bible Study: Martin Luther’s “A Simple Way to Pray” 

Sundays at 9:00 A.M. 

Church fellowship hall 
 

Many Christians struggle with prayer even though it’s an essential part of the Christian life. 

“What should I pray for?” they may wonder. “How should I pray?” “What if my mind 

wanders?” “What if I get stuck praying the same thing every day?” 
 

When asked by his barber and good friend Peter Beskendorf for some practical guidance on 

how to pray, Martin Luther responded by writing this brief treatise, first published in 1535. 

This edition is a modern translation that brings us Luther's practical instruction, using his ITCP 

method: 
 

1. Instruction 

2. Thanksgiving 

3. Confession 

4. Prayer 
 

This method anchors prayer in the catechism or other biblical texts, but allows the Holy Spirit 

to prompt thoughts via the Word, which may be chased more freely by the mind at prayer. 

Readers will find their prayer lives refreshed and invigorated as they become more comfortable 

raising supplications to God. 

 
 Adult Bible Study: Imagine the God of Heaven 

Sundays at 9:00 A.M., beginning January 18. 

Church fellowship hall 
 

Imagine the God of Heaven is a five-session Bible study series, which introduces you to people 

from all ethnicities who have had near death experiences and met the same loving God. Within 

five short sessions, John Burke (author of Imagine the God of Heaven, and who has researched 

nearly 2,000 near death experiences) discusses the character traits of this God, who has been 

revealed throughout history and in Scripture. God's love, power, compassion, friendship, and 

guidance are closer than you could ever imagine. Find out just how close and real He is for 

you! 
 

"Captivating stories of near-death experiences with biblical principles." (Lee Strobel) 
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 Adult Bible Study: The Gospel of John 

Sundays at 9:00 A.M. during the season of Lent, beginning February 22. 

Church fellowship hall 
 

Join us for a six-session Bible study on the Gospel of John, led by retired pastor and longtime 

friend of our congregation, the Rev. Dr. James Clark. Together we will explore John’s unique 

witness to the life and ministry of Jesus. All are welcome—whether you are new to Bible study 

or have been reading Scripture for many years. Come deepen your faith, engage in thoughtful 

discussion, and enjoy fellowship with others. 

 
 Midweek Prayer 

Wednesdays at 12:15 P.M. 

Church sanctuary 
 

Whether on your lunchbreak or just need a break in your day, we invite you to join us for 

prayer and meditation on God’s Holy Word. Every Wednesday at noon, parents and teachers 

of Open Arms, as well as anyone from the congregation, are encouraged to come into God’s 

presence. We will hear Him speak through His Word, and we will pray for the world, our 

nation, and the deeper needs of the church and school communities. This service is simple and 

brief. But it will allow you to walk away refreshed and ready to finish out the week strong! 

 

 THANK YOU!

Upon receiving their Christmas bonuses, the church staff sincerely thanks you for your great 

generosity! We had everything we needed this Christmas in the newborn Christ child, but your 

gracious kindness has further blessed us. We pray that we might be a blessing to you too this 

new year. Thank you again! 

 
 Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday January 11, following Holy Mass 

Church sanctuary 
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 Luncheon and Fellowship for Seniors of Ascension

Wednesday, February 4 at 11:00 P.M. 

Church overflow room 
 

All seniors of Ascension are warmly invited to gather for a time of fellowship and connection! 

Bring your own lunch and enjoy sharing a meal together in good company. Following the 

luncheon, you are encouraged to stay for Midweek Prayer at 12:15 PM. Join us for food, 

fellowship, and prayer as we spend time together in community. Please register on the signup 

sheet in the narthex. Your friends will be waiting for you! 
 

 Super Bowl Party

Sunday, February 8 at 3:30 P.M. (6:00 start time). 

The Morrs (see church directory for home address) 
 

Whether you’re a football fan or just there for the fellowship, you won’t want to miss the annual 

Super Bowl Party! Hot dogs, burgers, and beer will be provided. Attendees are invited to bring 

a big game appetizer or snack to share. See you there! 

 



PAGE 33 

 

 

 

 

Celebrations 

Birthdays: 

 None this week 

Rebirthdays (Baptismal Anniversaries): 

 Isaac Licht, 1/12 

 Edie Durden, 1/13 

Confirmation Anniversary:  

 None this week 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

 None this week 

Membership Anniversaries: 

 Margaret Beckman, 1/12 

 Isaac Licht, 1/12 

 Edie Durden, 1/13 

Recent Requests 

  For comfort, health, and recovery: 

 James Houchin (friend of Jordan Tomesch) 

 Cathy Hoyer (aunt of Pastor Miller 

 John Kateen 

 Gerhard (Gary) Knehans (brother of Jan Knehans) 

 Betty Licht 

 Nena Nnanna (Open Arms teacher) 

 Carol Scheid (mother of Pastor Miller’s friend) 

 Joshua Schoellen (brother of Jason Schoellen) 

 Rev. Aaron Sterling (Senior Pastor of Christ the Shepherd, Alpharetta) 

 Paul Von Wedel (father of Jill Drachenberg) 

Other Recent Requests 

 Thanks to God for our new member, Emily Horst, who is received into membership today. 

 Family and friends of Sami Malak (father of Pastor Miller’s sister-in-law), for peace in our risen Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Tanzania, especially the persecuted Christians, that God would heal all divisions.  

Ongoing Requests 

For family and friends of the congregation:  

 David Abee (brother of Nancy Grossberg) 

 David and Phyllis Beckman (parents of Brian Beckman) 

 Rev. Dr. James Clark (friend of the congregation) 

 Thomasena Gaither (sister of Ruth Henry) 

 Ruth Henry 

 John & Felista Kaale (uncle & aunt of Hellen Kaale) 

 Dee Keiger (sister of Eileen Buehl) 

 Shirley Lee (friend of Ruth Henry) 

 Jean Meyers (former member of Ascension) 

 Heidi Schnakenberg (niece of Clara Smith) 

 Charles Schnell (former member), for his formation as a pastor. 

 Pat Vines (mother of Darlene Beckman’s friend) 

 Mike Warnke (father of Abby Warnke) 

 Evan Wells (nephew of Darlene Beckman) 

 Jason Wilson (coworker of Hellen Kaale) 

For the leaders of Church and state:  

 Director Barbara Collins-Hopkins & Open Arms Board 

 English District Bishop Jeffrey G. Miskus & all district officials 

 LCMS President Matthew Harrison & all synodical officials 

 Pastor David Miller & Church Board of Lutheran Church of the Ascension 

 Rev. Dr. Jonathan & Dcs. Cheryl Naumann, missionaries to Dominican Republic 

 President Donald Trump & all U.S. government officials 
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