
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adoration of the Shepherds. Philippe de Champaigne (1602–1674). Oil on canvas. 
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Please stand and face the processional cross. 

Lutheran Service Book 379                                                                       “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

    

    

    

    

    

“Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing the Mass. The Mass is held among us and celebrated with the highest 

reverence. Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also preserved”. -Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. The Mass, 1-2a 
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                                                                                                                   Ma t th ew  2 8 :1 9 b ;  [1 8 :2 0 ]  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.                                                                                                                        

 

Psalm 2:1-2, 4-6; antiphon: Liturgical Text

 

 
 

L When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 

 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 
  

L  Why do the | nations rage* 

      and the peoples | plot in vain?  
 

C The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,* 

 against the LORD and against his a- | nointed. 
 

L  He who sits in the | heavens laughs;* 

 the Lord holds them in de- | rision.  
 

C Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,* 

 and terrify them in his fury, | saying, 
 

L  “As for me, I have | set my King* 

 on Zion, my | holy hill.”  
 

 

 
 

L When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 

 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                                  Mark 10:47 
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Glory to God in the Highest                                                Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray.  

 O God, You make this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as 

we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His 

joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

  
Sitting 

  
Isaiah 9:2-7 

A  The Prophecy for the Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord is from Isaiah, chapter nine.  
   

A The Lord spoke by the prophet Isaiah:  

The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

    on them has light shone. 

You have multiplied the nation; 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, 

    and the staff for his shoulder, 

    the rod of his oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

    and every garment rolled in blood 

    will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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A Of the increase of his government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 98:3b-4a, 2

 

 
 

 

L All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.* 

 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth. 
 

C  The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.  

 
Titus 2:11-14 

A The Epistle is from Titus, chapter two. 
 

A Brethren: For the grace of God has 

appeared, bringing salvation for all 

people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and 

to live self-controlled, upright, and 

godly lives in the present age, waiting 

for our blessed hope, the appearing of 

the glory of our great God and Savior 

Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 

redeem us from all lawlessness and to 

purify for himself a people for his own 

possession who are zealous for good 

works. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

  

Psalm 95:1a, 6b 

 
 

 

L Oh come, let us sing to the LORD. Let us worship and bown down; let us kneel before the LORD, 

our Maker!  
   
 

 

 
Luke 2:1-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 

 

 

P In those days a decree went out 

from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the 

first registration when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. And 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 

city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, to be registered 

with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 

child. And while they were there, the 

time came for her to give birth. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 

and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn.  

And in the same region there were 

shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. And an 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great 

fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 
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“Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with      

    whom he is pleased!”  
 

When the angels went away from them 

into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has made known to 

us.” And they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger. And when they 

saw it, they made known the saying that 

had been told them concerning this 

child. And all who heard it wondered at 

what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. And the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 

 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

C  I believe in one God, Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 6:4; Ephesians 4:6 

the Father Almighty, Psalm 89:26; Matthew 6:9; Romans 1:20   

maker of heaven and earth Genesis 1:1; Nehemiah 9:6; John 1:1  

and of all things visible and invisible. 2 Corinthians 4:18; Colossians 1:16 

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 4:5; 1 Timothy 2:5  

the only-begotten Son of God, John 1:14; 3:16, 18; Acts 13:33; 1 John 4:9  

begotten of His Father before all worlds, John 1:18; 17:24; Ephesians 1:4; Colossians 1:17; 1 Peter 1:20  

God of God, Light of Light, John 1:4-9; 8:12; 12:46; Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 21:23 

very God of very God, Philippians 2:6; Colossians 1:19; 2:9; 1 John 5:20  

begotten, not made, John 1:2  

being of one substance with the Father, John 10:30; 17:22  

by Whom all things were made; John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2 

Who for us men and for our salvation John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:4 

came down from heaven John 3:13; 6:41; Luke 15:20; Ephesians 4:10  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:34-35 

and was made man; John 1:14; Galatians 4:4 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:25; Luke 23:33; John 19:18  

He suffered and was buried. Acts 1:13; 3:18; Matthew 14:12; Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53; John 19:42  

And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures Luke 24:46; Acts 10:40; 1 Corinthians 15:4 

and ascended into heaven Luke 24:51; John 20:17; Acts 1:2, 9, 11, 22; Ephesians 4:8 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. Mark 16:19; Acts 2:33; 5:31; 7:55-56; Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1 

And He will come again with glory Matthew 26:64; John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 1:7  

to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; 17:31; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Timothy 4:1; 1 Peter 4:5; Revelation 20:12   

Whose kingdom will have no end. Luke 1:33; 2 Peter 1:11; Hebrews 1:8; Revelation 11:15  
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C And I believe in the Holy Spirit, John 14:26; 16:13; Acts 2:4 

the Lord and giver of life, Genesis 1:2; John 3:5-6; 15:26-27; Romans 8:2  

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, John 14:26; 16:7; Acts 1:8; 2:33; Romans 5:5  

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Matt. 3:16-17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14  

Who spoke by the prophets. Luke 1:67; Acts 28:25; Ephesians 3:5; 2 Peter 1:21  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5: Revelation 21:14  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5  

and I look for the resurrection of the dead John 5:29; 6:39, 40, 44, 54; 11:25-26; 1 Corinthians 6:14; 15:20-22 

and the life T of the world to come. Mark 10:29-30; Luke 18:30; John 5:24; 6:33; Galatians 6:8; 1 Timothy 4:8; 1 John 5:11  

Amen. Psalm 106:48; 2 Corinthians 1:20  

 
Sitting 

 
 

Lutheran Service Book 359                                                                 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
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Standing 

 
Psalm 51:10–12  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                                                             Arr. Paul Wohlgemuth 
Ascension Ringers and Adult Choir 

 
Standing 

 
[1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Brief silence 

 

P Almighty God, by the incarnation of Your eternal Son, You revealed that You are love. Give us 

true faith in Christ and His promise that by His conception, virgin birth, holy life, sacrificial 

death and victorious resurrection, our sins are forgiven and we are Yours. Fill us with joy, and 

lead us to proclaim Your glad tidings to all people. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Heavenly Father, by the gift of Your Holy Spirit we testify that Your Son is the Savior of the 

world. Pour out Your Spirit continually upon Your people. Bless pastors as they proclaim Jesus 

who became flesh to save us by dying and rising again, and open our mouths to praise the 

name of the One born in Bethlehem. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Remember all families, Lord. Make each household a place of prayer and devotion to Your 

Word. Bless parents of young children with patience. Give comfort to the childless. Abide with 

the fatherless, widows and orphans, the lonely, and those separated from their families. Lord, 

in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P King of Israel, the One born in Bethlehem is the Son of David and the Lord of David, to whom 

every knee shall bow. Look upon those You have placed in authority, and grant that they 

would govern in wisdom and justice. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, in the birth of Your Son You have visited and redeemed Your people. Continue to visit 

those who are lonely, sick, recovering or near death [including _____________]. Let Your 

presence be a comfort to them, and give them perseverance until that time You grant healing, 

relief, deliverance and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who feeds us in body and soul, give true faith in Your promises 

to all who will receive Your Son’s body and blood this night. Sustain Your people in humble 

repentance and godly living. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Remember the bereaved, O Lord. Give comfort to [_____________ and] all who grieve this 

night, that they might find, through the celebration of our Lord’s nativity, hope in the midst of 

sorrow, knowing that Christ was born to conquer death and give eternal life to all believers. 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P All these things we pray, O Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ, Your own Son, whom You have 

made known to us in the mystery of the Word made flesh, who has fulfilled all the Law and 

the prophets and delivered us to You as Your own people through the blood of the everlasting 

covenant, that we may do what is good and right and pleasing in Your sight. To You be all 

glory and honor, worship and praise, now and forevermore.  

C      Amen. 
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                                                                                            Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3  

Following the prayers, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.  

 

Please remain standing. 

 

   

                                                                                                    2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 

mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing 

You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



PAGE 14 
 

 

 ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                      Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kneeling or sitting forward. 

 
                                                                      Ma t t h e w 6 :9 -1 3   

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come,  

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

     give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Ma tth ew  2 6 ;  Ma rk  1 4 :2 2 -2 4 ;  L uk e  2 2 :1 9 -2 0 ;  1  Co r i nth ia ns  1 1 :2 3 -2 5  

 

 
 ~ The Peace of the Lord                                               J o h n  2 0 :1 9   
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Lamb of God                                                                              Jo h n  1 :2 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting  

 
About participation in the Lord’s Supper: 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he 

comes.  
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 

hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. [Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than Holy 

Communion are asked to cross their arms over their chest.] 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 

(Above is the “Model Communion Card Statement” from Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, a 1983 report by the 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.) 
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Lutheran Service Book 948                                                       “All Glory Be to God Alone” 

    

    

    

    
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000947 
Tune: Public domain 
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Lutheran Service Book 361                                                    “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

    

    

    

    

 
Lutheran Service Book 380                                                “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
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Standing 

 
Song of Simeon                                                                  Luke 2:29-32

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Psalm 107:1 
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P Let us pray.  

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 

hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
Sitting 

 

 

The ushers will approach your pew with lighted individual candles to symbolize that we have received the Light of the world in the 

newborn Christ child. 

 

Lutheran Service Book 364                                                                                 “Away in a Manger” 

    

    

    

    
 
   Text and tune: Public domain 
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Lutheran Service Book 370                                                                                “What Child Is This” 

    

    

    

    

    

 
Lutheran Service Book 363                                                                     “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 

 

 

 
All may now extinguish their individual candles. After service, candles may be returned to the designated box located in the narthex. 
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Standing 

 
2 Timothy 4:22, Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  

 
Numbers 6:24-26
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Lutheran Service Book 368                                                      “Angels We Have Heard On High” 

    

    

    

    

    
 
   Text and tune: Public domain 
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Presiding Minister  

 Rev. David V. Miller, Pastor 

 

Altar Assistant(s) 

Grayson Beckman, Chair of Elders 

Jude Miller, Acolyte/Gospel Bearer 

 

Organist 

 Abby Warnke, Director of Music 

 

Cantor 

 Adrian Popescu 

 

Choir/Handbell Chimes 

 Brian Beckman, tenor 

Margaret Beckman, alto 

 Will Davis, tenor/handbells 

 Patty Harmon, alto/handbells 

 Rev. Steve Harmon, tenor 

 Ryan Licht, tenor 

Eden Miller, soprano/handbells 

Jeni Miller, soprano 

Adrian Popescu, tenor 

Clara Smith, alto/handbells 

Cindy Warnke, alto 

 

Altar Guild 

Whitney Worthington/Kati Durden 

 

Usher(s) 

Brian Beckman/Greg Ison 
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Brian & Darlene Beckman, 

in memory of Suzanne Powell. 

 
Eileen Buehl, 

in memory of Dan Buehl Sr. 

 
Heidi Floyd,  

 in memory of William Staib,  

and in memory of Richard Floyd.  

 
Nancy Grossberg,  

to the glory of God. 

 
John Kateen,  

in memory of Arlene Kateen. 

 
Adrian Popescu,  

 in memory of Kerstin Margareta & Eriks Dotter Hartelius Popescu.  

 
Clara Smith,  

in memory of Thees & Rachel Schnakenberg,  

and in memory of John & Dolores Schnakenberg. 
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