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Please stand and face the processional cross.  

Lutheran Service Book 609                                                                  “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” 

    

    

    

    
 
   Continued next page . . .  

 

“Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing the Mass. The Mass is held among us and celebrated with the highest 

reverence. Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also preserved”. -Augsburg Confession. Article XXIV. The Mass. 1-2a. 
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  5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

  6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

  7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

   Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.                                                                                                                       Ma tth ew  2 8 :1 9 b ;  [1 8 :2 0 ]  
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 [He b re ws  1 0 :2 2 ]  
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                                                                                                Psa l m  1 2 4 :8  
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                                                              Psa lm  3 2 :5  
 

Kneeling or sitting forward 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                     [J o h n  2 0 :1 9 -2 3 ]  

C Amen. 

 
Standing 

 

The Fifth Commandment 
     You shall not murder. 
 

What does this mean?  
We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every 
physical need. 

 

Preparation for Confession and Absolution according to the Fifth Commandment:  

• Have I unjustly taken the life of anyone, born or unborn? 

• Do I hate anyone, or am I angry with anyone?  

• Do I hold grudges or harbor resentment? 

• Am I abusive (in word or deed) toward my spouse, children, or anyone else? 

• Have I ignored the plight of the helpless or been callous toward genuine need?  
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Psalm 92:1-5; antiphon: Matthew 9:13b, c

 

 

 

L I desire mercy, and not | sacrifice.* 

 For I came not to call the righteous, but | sinners. 
 

L  It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,* 

     to sing praises to your name, | O Most High;  
 

C to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,* 

and your faithful- | ness by night, 
 

L  to the music of the lute | and the harp,* 

to the melody | of the lyre. 
 

C For You, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;* 

at the works of your hands I | sing for joy. 
 

L  How great are your works, | O LORD!* 

Your thoughts are | very deep! 
 

 

 
 

L I desire mercy, and not | sacrifice.* 

 For I came not to call the righteous, but | sinners. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                                  Mark 10:47 
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Glory to God in the Highest                                                Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray.  

O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called Matthew the tax collector to be an 

apostle and evangelist. Through his faithful and inspired witness, grant that we also may 

follow You, leaving behind all covetous desires and love of riches; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
Sitting 

  
Ezekiel 2:8 – 3:11 

A The Prophecy for the feast of St. Matthew is from Ezekiel, chapters two and three. 
 

A In those days the word of the LORD came 

to me, saying: “Son of man, hear what I 

say to you. Do not be rebellious like that 

rebellious house; open your mouth and 

eat what I give you.” Now when I 

looked, there was a hand stretched out 

to me; and behold, a scroll of a book was 

in it. Then He spread it before me; and 

there was writing on the inside and on 

the outside, and written on it were 

lamentations and mourning and woe. 

Moreover He said to me, “Son of man, 

eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, 

speak to the house of Israel.” So I opened 

my mouth, and He caused me to eat that 

scroll. And He said to me, “Son of man, 

feed your belly, and fill your stomach 

with this scroll that I give you.” So I ate, 

and it was in my mouth like honey in 

sweetness. Then He said to me: “Son of 

man, go to the house of Israel and speak 

with My words to them. For you are not 

sent to a people of unfamiliar speech 

and of hard language, but to the house 

of Israel, not to many people of 

unfamiliar speech and of hard language, 

whose words you cannot understand. 

Surely, had I sent you to them, they 

would have listened to you. But the 

house of Israel will not listen to you, 

because they will not listen to Me; for all 

the house of Israel are impudent and 

hard-hearted. Behold, I have made your 

face strong against their faces, and your 

forehead strong against their foreheads. 

Like adamant stone, harder than flint, I 

have made your forehead; do not be 

afraid of them, nor be dismayed at their 

looks, though they are a rebellious 

house.” Moreover He said to me: “Son of 

man, receive into your heart all My 

words that I speak to you, and hear with 

your ears. And go, get to the captives, to 

the children of your people, and speak 

to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the 

Lord GOD,’ whether they hear, or 

whether they refuse.” 
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A  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 119:105, 103; 45:1a, c

 

 

 

L Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 

 and a light | to my path. 
 

C  How sweet are your words | to my taste,* 

 sweeter than honey | to my mouth!  
 

L My heart overflows with a | pleasing theme;* 

 my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe. 

 
Ephesians 4:7-13 

A The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter four. 
 

A Brethren: To each one of us grace was 

given according to the measure of 

Christ’s gift. Therefore He says: “When 

He ascended on high, He led captivity 

captive, and gave gifts to men.” (Now 

this, “He ascended”—what does it mean 

but that He also first descended into the 

lower parts of the earth? He who 

descended is also the One who ascended 

far above all the heavens, that He might 

fill all things.) And He Himself gave 

some to be apostles, some prophets, 

some evangelists, and some pastors and 

teachers, for the equipping of the saints, 

for the work of ministry, for the edifying 

of the body of Christ, till we all come to 

the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to a 

perfect man, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ Jesus our 

Lord.

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

 
Matthew 28:19a, 20b 

 
 

 

L Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. And behold, I am with you always, to the end 

of the age. 
   
 

 

 
Matthew 9:9-13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

 

 

 

P At that time: Jesus saw a man named 

Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He 

said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose 

and followed Him. Now it happened, as 

Jesus sat at the table in the house, that 

behold, many tax collectors and sinners 

came and sat down with Him and His 

disciples. And when the Pharisees saw 

it, they said to His disciples, “Why does 

your Teacher eat with tax collectors and 

sinners?” When Jesus heard that, He 

said to them, “Those who are well have 

no need of a physician, but those who 

are sick. But go and learn what this 

means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ 

For I did not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners, to repentance.”

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 



PAGE 11 
 

 

 

C  I believe in one God, Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 6:4; Ephesians 4:6 

the Father Almighty, Psalm 89:26; Matthew 6:9; Romans 1:20   

maker of heaven and earth Genesis 1:1; Nehemiah 9:6; John 1:1  

and of all things visible and invisible. 2 Corinthians 4:18; Colossians 1:16 

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 4:5; 1 Timothy 2:5  

the only-begotten Son of God, John 1:14; 3:16, 18; Acts 13:33; 1 John 4:9 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, John 1:18; 17:24; Ephesians 1:4; Colossians 1:17; 1 Peter 1:20  

God of God, Light of Light, John 1:4-9; 8:12; 12:46; Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 21:23 

very God of very God, Philippians 2:6; Colossians 1:19; 2:9; 1 John 5:20  

begotten, not made, John 1:2  

being of one substance with the Father, John 10:30; 17:22  

by Whom all things were made; John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2 

Who for us men and for our salvation John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:4 

came down from heaven John 3:13; 6:41; Luke 15:20; Ephesians 4:10  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:34-35 

and was made man; John 1:14; Galatians 4:4 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:25; Luke 23:33; John 19:18  

He suffered and was buried. Acts 1:13; 3:18; Matthew 14:12; Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53; John 19:42  

And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures Luke 24:46; Acts 10:40; 1 Corinthians 15:4 

and ascended into heaven Luke 24:51; John 20:17; Acts 1:2, 9, 11, 22; Ephesians 4:8 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. Mark 16:19; Acts 2:33; 5:31; 7:55-56; Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1  

And He will come again with glory Matthew 26:64; John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 1:7 

to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; 17:31; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Timothy 4:1; 1 Peter 4:5; Revelation 20:12  

Whose kingdom will have no end. Luke 1:33; 2 Peter 1:11; Hebrews 1:8; Revelation 11:15  

 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, John 14:26; 16:13; Acts 2:4 

the Lord and giver of life, Genesis 1:2; John 3:5-6; 15:26-27; Romans 8:2  

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, John 14:26; 16:7; Acts 1:8; 2:33; Romans 5:5  

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Matt. 3:16-17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14  

Who spoke by the prophets. Luke 1:67; Acts 28:25; Ephesians 3:5; 2 Peter 1:21  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5: Revelation 21:14  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5  

and I look for the resurrection of the dead John 5:29; 6:39, 40, 44, 54; 11:25-26; 1 Corinthians 6:14; 15:20-22 

and the life T of the world to come. Mark 10:29-30; Luke 18:30; John 5:24; 6:33; Galatians 6:8; 1 Timothy 4:8; 1 John 5:11 

Amen. Psalm 106:48; 2 Corinthians 1:20  
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Sitting 

 
 

Lutheran Service Book 684                                                                     “Come Unto Me, Ye Weary” 

    

    

    

    
    
   Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 13 
 

 

 

Standing 

 
Psalm 51:10–12  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

 

 
Standing 

 
[1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Brief silence 

 

P Heavenly Father, we glorify You for Your sustaining love. We especially thank and praise You 

for the gift of Your Son, in whom we have redemption and forgiveness of sins; for the Holy 

Spirit, the Comforter; for the companionship of Your Holy Church; and for the hope of the age 

to come. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, bless Matthew, our Synod president; Jeffrey, our district president; and all 

servants of Your Word. Keep them strong in their witness to Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Gracious Lord, Your Son called Matthew from his tax booth to be an apostle who proclaimed 

salvation. Continue to call men into Your Holy Ministry, and endow them with every good gift 

to proclaim Your Word and administer Your Sacraments in righteousness. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, open wide the hearts of Christians to one another, especially within the home 

and between neighbors. Let love be genuine, speech truthful and patience constant. Let us 

commend ourselves in everything as those known by God’s love and, therefore, unashamed to 

serve one another. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Father in heaven, look favorably on all public servants, giving them wisdom and courage to 

serve according to Your will. Guard all members of our armed forces, covering them with Your 

protecting hand. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Father of compassion, be near to those who cry out to You in time of need [especially 

_____________]. Grant healing to the sick, according to Your will, and comfort the mourning 

with Christ’s victory over death and the grave. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, how lovely is the dwelling place of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

gives us sinners to eat and to drink of His flesh and blood here at the holy altar. Grant to all 

who come to this feast today repentant and believing hearts, that in the blessed Sacrament they 

would receive forgiveness, life and salvation, and be strengthened in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, Your Son chose to dine with tax collectors and sinners such as St. Matthew. 

As we remember him this day, grant that we might rejoice that Christ still chooses to dine with 

us sinners in His own feast of forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, 

honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 
                                                                                            Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3  

Following the prayers, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of forgiveness 

and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.  

 

Please remain standing. 
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                                                                                                    2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and 

protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your 

divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, 

with Your servant Matthew, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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 ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                      Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Kneeling or sitting forward 

 
                                                                      Ma t t h e w 6 :9 -1 3   

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come,  

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

     give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Ma tth ew  2 6 ;  Ma rk  1 4 :2 2 -2 4 ;  L uk e  2 2 :1 9 -2 0 ;  1  Co r i nth ia ns  1 1 :2 3 -2 5  

 

 
 ~ The Peace of the Lord                                               J o h n  2 0 :1 9   
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Lamb of God                                                                              Jo h n  1 :2 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting  

 
About participation in the Lord’s Supper: 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.  
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 

a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive 

the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. [Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than Holy Communion 

are asked to cross their arms over their chest.] 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 

(Above is the “Model Communion Card Statement” from Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, a 1983 report by 

the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.) 

Prayer Before Receiving Holy Communion 
Lord Jesus, You invite all who are burdened with sin to come to You for rest. We now come at Your invitation to the heavenly 
feast, which You have provided for Your children on earth. Preserve us from impenitence and unbelief, cleanse us from our 
unrighteousness, and clothe us with the righteousness purchased with Your blood. Strengthen our faith, increase our love and 
hope, and assure us a place at Your heavenly table, where we will eat eternal manna and drink of the river of Your pleasure 
forever and ever. Hear us, Jesus, for Your own sake. Amen. 
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Lutheran Service Book 518                                                  “By All Your Saints in Warfare” 

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 
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   Lutheran Service Book 628                                                                          “Your Table I Approach” 

    

    
 

  5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 
 

  6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
 

   Text and tune: Public domain 

 

   Lutheran Service Book 683                                                       “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” 

    

    

    

    
 

Text: Public domain 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000947 
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Standing 

 
Song of Simeon                                                                  Luke 2:29-32

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 

 

Prayer After Receiving Holy Communion 
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our mouths received the holy Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally 
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



PAGE 22 
 

 

 

P Let us pray.  

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
2 Timothy 4:22, Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  

 
Numbers 6:24-26
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Lutheran Service Book 703                                                     “How Can I Thank You, Lord” 

    

    

    

    
 
   Text and tune: Public domain 
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Presiding Minister  

 The Rev. Steve Harmon, Guest Pastor 

 

Altar Assistant(s) 

Jason Schoellen, Elder 

Edie Durden, Acolyte 

 

Organist 

Abby Warnke, Director of Music 

 

Cantor 

 Adrian Popescu 

  

Musician(s) 

Will Davis, trumpet 

Patty Harmon, French horn/trumpet 

  

Altar Guild 

Margaret Beckman/Kati Durden 

 

Usher(s) 

Joel May/Nathan or Eli May 

(Greg Ison) 

 

      Fellowship Host(s) 

 The Schoellen family 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presiding Minister  

 The Rev. David V. Miller, Pastor 

 

Altar Assistant(s) 

Jason Schoellen, Elder 

Edie Durden, Acolyte 

Jude Miller, Gospel Bearer 

 

Organist 

Abby Warnke, Director of Music 

 

Cantor 

 Adrian Popescu 

  

Musician(s) 

Will Davis, trumpet 

Patty Harmon, French horn/trumpet 

  

Altar Guild 

Ryan Licht 

 

Usher(s) 

Joel May/Nathan or Eli May 

(Greg Ison) 

 

      Fellowship Host(s) 

 The May family 
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L 
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Sunday 

9/21 

St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Nursery available 

Holy Mass 

Fellowship Hour 
 

 

9:30 – 11:30 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 
  

Monday 

9/22 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
 

Tuesday 

9/23 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Wednesday 

9/24 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
 

Thursday 

9/25 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
 

Friday 

9/26 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Saturday 

9/27 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 
 

Sunday 

9/28 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Nursery available 

Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study: Wisdom of Solomon 

Holy Mass 

Fellowship Hour 

Church Board Meeting 
 

 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 

Following Fellowship Hour 
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 CANCELLED: No adult Bible study or children’s Sunday school on Sunday September 21. 

 CANCELLED: No Midweek Prayer on Wednesday September 24. 

 
 Summer Adult Bible Study: The Books of the Church 

Sundays at 9:00 A.M., except cancelled for September 21. 

Church fellowship hall 
 

God has blessed us with His inspired Word in the canon of Holy Scripture. From Genesis to 

Revelation, God has given us everything we need to establish the doctrine of His Church. 

Nevertheless, there are ecclesiastical texts that, while not inspired by the Holy Spirit, are still 

helpful in recording the history of God’s people and clarifying biblical contexts. Even Martin 

Luther retained many of these texts in his German translation of the Bible. Lutherans since 

have also included them in their daily lectionary. And the Jews in Jesus’ day made frequent 

use of them in their Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament).  
 

This might explain why the Bible itself makes references to them. For example, when Jesus calls 

Himself “the Light of the world” (John 8:12), it’s in the context of Hanukkah which originated 

in 1 Maccabees. And the author of Hebrews refers to Tobit when he says, “some have 

entertained angels unawares” (13:2), and 2 Maccabees when Hebrews says, “women received 

back their dead, raised to life again” (11:35). Because these texts have been judged as 

worthwhile reading in the Church, we are taking time to discuss them in Adult Bible Study.  
 

Concordia Publishing House (LCMS) has compiled The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition with 

Notes. It is available for purchase at $44.99 through its website (cph.org). This is a nice 

companion volume to your Lutheran Study Bible. However, a bare bones version of the texts is 

also available at no cost online via apocrypha.org.  

 
 Midweek Prayer 

Wednesdays at noon, except cancelled for September 24. 

Church sanctuary 
 

Whether on your lunchbreak or just need a break in your day, we invite you to join us for 

prayer and meditation on God’s Holy Word. Every Wednesday at noon, parents and teachers 

of Open Arms, as well as anyone from the congregation, are encouraged to come into God’s 

presence. We will hear Him speak through His Word, and we will pray for the world, our 

nation, and the deeper needs of the church and school communities. This service is simple and 

brief. But it will allow you to walk away refreshed and ready to finish out the week strong! 
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 Michaelmas: The Feast of St. Michael and All Angels

Holy Mass on Monday, September 29 at 7:00 P.M.  

Church sanctuary 

 
 Reformation Festival: Service of Scripture and Song/Bratwurst Banquet

Sunday, October 26 at 3:30 P.M. 

Church sanctuary/fellowship hall 

We are recipients of a blessed inheritance! Because of the Reformation, we have Christ—and 

Christ alone—preached to us. Never are we without the comfort and consolation of the saving 

Gospel. We have our forefathers in the faith to thank for that. The Atlanta tri-circuit churches 

of the Florida-Georgia District and the Georgia circuit of the English District are coming 

together to celebrate a service of Scripture and Song; with readings, hymns, and preaching that 

emphasize Reformation themes. Please join us for this blessed occasion and bring all your 

family and friends. Then, stay after and fellowship with one another for a bratwurst banquet. 

 

 Baby Shower for Margaret Beckman and Baby

Sunday, October 5 at noon  

Church fellowship hall 

Grayson and Margaret Beckman are excited to welcome their new baby into the world. Please 

help them celebrate by coming to a baby shower for their family. They are registered on 

Amazon. And in lieu of greeting cards, they request that you please bring a book that they can 

read to their little one that has been signed by you, so they can remember you every time they 

read it. That would be very meaningful to them. Thank you!  

 
 Open Arms Fall Festival

Saturday, October 11 from 9:00 A.M. to noon  

Church fellowship hall 

Consider volunteering as a representative of Ascension. Our goal is to welcome our school 

families to the property, invite them to join us for our Sunday schedule, and build relationships. 

In addition to greeting and making friends, volunteers are asked to please help man the table 

for Ascension. There, we will have goodie bags to give away. Also, thank you for proactively 

being on the lookout for other ways you may ensure the event runs smoothly.   
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 Veterans Appreciation Dinner 

Saturday, November 8 at 5:30 P.M.  

Location: Church fellowship hall 
 

The fifth annual Veterans Appreciation Dinner is open to all those men and women who have 

served in our United States military, as well as their families. All veterans and their guests are 

invited to join us at no cost to them or their loved ones. Others, who are not veterans, are 

welcome to purchase a ticket to attend the dinner in celebration of our veterans. 100% of all 

proceeds go to benefit Warriors Set Free, which is a special ministry organization that helps 

veterans to heal from their emotional scars and find personal freedom in Jesus Christ. Each 

year, the event has grown in size, and we hope to make this year’s event the biggest one yet!  
 

The event includes much more than a delicious dinner, but also features patriotic fellowship, 

special guest speakers, raffle prizes, and other good surprises. The Veterans Appreciation 

Dinner is a can’t-miss event! Be sure to mark your calendars. Even more, please help get the 

word out to both veterans and non-veterans alike. To help you in this effort, we have printed 

fliers that are available in the narthex which you may pass out.  You can visit the event website 

to RSVP free (for veterans and their families) or buy tickets (everyone else): vetsdinner.com. 

All questions may be directed to Jason Schoellen, whose information is in the church directory.  

 
 Twelfth Annual Chili Cook-Off 

Sunday November 23, following Holy Mass 

Church fellowship hall 
 

For its twelfth year, the Chili Cook-Off is back! Contestants have the opportunity to win one of 

three awards: Tastiest; Spiciest; and Most Original. Anyone may enter their chili. If you would 

like to register, please bring your chili entry on the day of the cook-off, and on the registration 

sheet print your first and last names, as well as the name of your chili. The number next to your 

name on the signup sheet is the number by which you should place chili on the day of the 

Cook-Off. Numbers will be set up. Anyone may also attend the event to taste the chilis and 

vote as a judge. One suggestion for all contestants: please bring your chili in a crock-pot to keep 

it warm and ready to serve.   
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Celebrations 

Birthdays: 

 Adrian Popescu, 9/25 

Rebirthdays (Baptismal Anniversaries): 

 Eli May, 9/27 

Confirmation Anniversary:  

 Tom Russell, 9/27 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

 Isaac & Bekah Beckman, 9/22 

 Brian & Darlene Beckman, 9/23 

Membership Anniversaries: 

 None this week 

Recent Requests 

  For comfort, health, and recovery: 

 Rev. Dr. James Clark (friend of the congregation) 

 Pam Edinger (friend of Darlene Beckman) 

 Sam Gollin 

 John & Felista Kaale (uncle & aunt of Hellen Kaale) 

 Sami Malak (father of Pastor Miller’s sister-in-law) 

 Jean Meyers (former member of Ascension) 

 Jason Wilson (coworker of Hellen Kaale) 

Special Prayers 

 Health and safety of all expecting mothers and their children, especially Margaret Beckman and baby.  
 Family and friends of Bill Bigelow (brother of Anne Bigelow), for peace and comfort in the Gospel.  
 Family and friends of Charlie Kirk (Christian martyr), for peace and comfort in the Gospel. 

 Steady employment and fair wages for the unemployed, especially Jill Drachenberg.  
 Blessings on the union of Charles and Elizabeth Schnell, who are married this morning, 9/21.  

Ongoing Requests 

For family and friends of the congregation:  

 David Abee (brother of Nancy Grossberg) 

 David and Phyllis Beckman (parents of Brian Beckman) 

 Corey Gaither (nephew of Ruth Henry) 

 Ruth Henry 

 Dee Keiger (sister of Eileen Buehl) 

 Samantha Salgado (wife of Homero Salgado) 

 Heidi Schnakenberg (niece of Clara Smith) 

 Charles Schnell (former member), for his formation as a pastor. 

 Pat Vines (mother of Darlene Beckman’s friend) 

 Evan Wells (nephew of Darlene Beckman) 

For the leaders of Church and state:  

 Director Barbara Collins-Hopkins & Open Arms Board 

 English District Bishop Jeffrey G. Miskus & all district officials 

 LCMS President Matthew Harrison & all synodical officials 

 Pastor David Miller & Church Board of Lutheran Church of the Ascension 

 Rev. Dr. Jonathan & Dcs. Cheryl Naumann, missionaries to Dominican Republic 

 President Donald Trump & all U.S. government officials 
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