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Please stand and face the processional cross. 

Lutheran Service Book 445                                      “When You Woke That Thursday Morning” 

    

    

    

    

    

    

“Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing the Mass. The Mass is held among us and celebrated with the highest 

reverence. Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also preserved”. -Augsburg Confession. Article XXIV. The Mass, 1-2a. 
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The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.                                                                                                                              Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy.                                                                                                           Psalm 43:4 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

C who made heaven and earth.                                                                                                    Psalm 124:8 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, during this Lenten 

season we have heard our Lord’s call to 

intensify our struggle against sin, death, 

and the devil—all that prevents us from 

trusting in God and loving each other. 

Since it is our intention to receive the 

Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on 

this night when He instituted this 

blessed meal for our salvation, it is 

proper that we complete our Lenten 

discipline by diligently examining 

ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This 

holy Sacrament has been instituted for 

the special comfort of those who are 

troubled because of their sin and who 

humbly confess their sins, fear God’s 

wrath, and hunger and thirst for 

righteousness.   
 

But when we examine our hearts and 

consciences, we find nothing in us but 

sin and death, from which we are 

incapable of delivering ourselves. 

Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had 

mercy on us. For our benefit He became 

man so that He might fulfill for us the 

whole will and law of God and, to 

deliver us, took upon Himself our sin 

and the punishment we deserve.  
 

So that we may more confidently believe 

this and be strengthened in the faith and 

in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread, broke it, and gave it to His 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

body, which is given for you.” It is as if 

He said, “I became man, and all that I do 

and suffer is for your good. As a pledge 

of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup, 

gave thanks, and give it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 

Again, it is as if He said, “I have had 

mercy on you by taking into Myself all 

your iniquities. I give Myself into death, 

shedding My blood to obtain grace and 

forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and 

establish the new testament, which gives 

forgiveness and everlasting salvation. 

As a pledge of this, I give you My blood 

to drink.” 

 



PAGE 5 

 

 

 

 

 

P Therefore, whoever eats this bread and 

drinks this cup, confidently believing 

this Word and promise of Christ, dwells 

in Christ and Christ in him and has 

eternal life.  
 

We should also do this in remembrance 

of Him, showing His death—that He 

was delivered for our offenses and 

raised for our justification. Giving Him 

our most heartfelt thanks, we take up 

our cross and follow Him and, 

according to His commandment, love 

one another as He has loved us. As our 

Lord on this night exemplified this love 

by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by 

our words and actions serve one another 

in love. For we are all one bread and one 

body, even as we are all partakers of this 

one bread and drink from the one cup. 

For just as the one cup is filled with wine 

of many grapes and one bread made 

from countless grains, so also we, being 

many, are one body in Christ. Because of 

Him, we love one another, not only in 

word, but in deed and in truth.  
 

May the almighty and merciful God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His 

Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.  

C Amen. 
 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake 

of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.  
 

Kneeling or sitting forward 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C  Amen. 
 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s?  

C  Yes.                                                                                                                                               John 20:19-23 

 

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

 
All may come forward and kneel at the altar rail to receive individual absolution. 
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The pastor absolves the penitents, laying his hands on the head of each and pronouncing the following absolution:  

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

After receiving individual absolution, the pastor dismisses the penitents with this blessing: 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, 

and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 

He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C  Amen.                                                                                                                               1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

 
                                                                                            Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3  

When all have been absolved, they may greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you.” The 

pastor concludes the exchange of peace with the SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY:   

 

 
Standing 

 
2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray.  

 O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant 

that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your 

redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen.  

 
Sitting 
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Exodus 12:1-14 

A The Prophecy for Maundy Thursday is from Exodus, chapter twelve. 
 

A Now the LORD spoke to Moses and 

Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, “This 

month shall be your beginning of 

months; it shall be the first month of the 

year to you. Speak to all the 

congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On 

the tenth of this month every man shall 

take for himself a lamb, according to the 

house of his father, a lamb for a 

household. And if the household is too 

small for the lamb, let him and his 

neighbor next to his house take it 

according to the number of the persons; 

according to each man’s need you shall 

make your count for the lamb. Your 

lamb shall be without blemish, a male of 

the first year. You may take it from the 

sheep or from the goats. Now you shall 

keep it until the fourteenth day of the 

same month. Then the whole assembly 

of the congregation of Israel shall kill it 

at twilight. And they shall take some of 

the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and on the lintel of the houses 

where they eat it. Then they shall eat the 

flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with 

unleavened bread and with bitter herbs 

they shall eat it. Do not eat it raw, nor 

boiled at all with water, but roasted in 

fire—its head with its legs and its 

entrails. You shall let none of it remain 

until morning, and what remains of it 

until morning you shall burn with 

fire. And thus you shall eat it: with a belt 

on your waist, your sandals on your feet, 

and your staff in your hand. So you shall 

eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 
 

‘For I will pass through the land of 

Egypt on that night, and will strike all 

the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 

man and beast; and against all the gods 

of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am 

the LORD. Now the blood shall be a sign 

for you on the houses where you are. 

And when I see the blood, I will pass 

over you; and the plague shall not be on 

you to destroy you when I strike the 

land of Egypt. 
 

‘So this day shall be to you a memorial; 

and you shall keep it as a feast to 

the LORD throughout your generations. 

You shall keep it as a feast by an 

everlasting ordinance.’” 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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Psa lm  1 1 1 :4 -5

 

 
 

 

L He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | memebered;* 

the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 
 

C  He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

he remembers his covenant for- | ever.  

 
1 Corinthians 11:20-32 

A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter eleven. 
 

A Brethren: When you come together in 

one place, it is not to eat the Lord’s 

Supper. For in eating, each one takes his 

own supper ahead of others; and one is 

hungry and another is drunk. What! Do 

you not have houses to eat and drink in? 

Or do you despise the church of God 

and shame those who have nothing? 

What shall I say to you? Shall I praise 

you in this? I do not praise you. For I 

received from the Lord that which I also 

delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on 

the same night in which He was 

betrayed took bread; and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and said, 

“Take, eat; this is My body which is 

broken for you; do this in remembrance 

of Me.” In the same manner He also took 

the cup after supper, saying, “This cup 

is the new covenant in My blood. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” For as often as 

you eat this bread and drink this cup, 

you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 

comes. Therefore whoever eats this 

bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in 

an unworthy manner will be guilty of 

the body and blood of the Lord. But let a 

man examine himself, and so let him eat 

of the bread and drink of the cup. For he 

who eats and drinks in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks judgment to 

himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 

For this reason many are weak and sick 

among you, and many sleep. For if we 

would judge ourselves, we would not be 

judged. But when we are judged, we are 

chastened by the Lord, that we may not 

be condemned with the world. 

   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

 
Psalm 111:4-5; John 6:55-56 

 
 

 
 

L He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 

the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 
 

C  He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

 he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 
 

L My flesh is true food, and my blood is | true drink.* 

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | I in him. 

 
John 13:1-15, 34-35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 

 

 

 

P Before the Feast of the Passover, when 

Jesus knew that His hour had come that 

He should depart from this world to the 

Father, having loved His own who were 

in the world, He loved them to the end. 

And supper being ended, the devil 

having already put it into the heart of 

Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray 

Him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had 

given all things into His hands, and that 

He had come from God and was going 

to God, rose from supper and laid aside 

His garments, took a towel and girded 

Himself. After that, He poured water 

into a basin and began to wash the 

disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with 

the towel with which He was girded. 

Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter 

said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my 

feet?” Jesus answered and said to him, 

“What I am doing you do not 

understand now, but you will know 

after this.” Peter said to Him, “You shall 

never wash my feet!” Jesus answered 

him, “If I do not wash you, you have no 

part with Me.” Simon Peter said to Him, 

“Lord, not my feet only, but also my 

hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, 

“He who is bathed needs only to wash 

his feet, but is completely clean; and you 

are clean, but not all of you.” For He 

knew who would betray Him; therefore 
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P He said, “You are not all clean.” So when 

He had washed their feet, taken His 

garments, and sat down again, He said 

to them, “Do you know what I have 

done to you? You call Me Teacher and 

Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I 

then, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another’s feet. For I have given 

you an example, that you should do as I 

have done to you. 
 

 “A new commandment I give to you, 

that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one 

another. By this all will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another.”

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 
[Matthew 10:32] 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

      born of the virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church,  

  the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body,  

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sitting 
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Lutheran Service Book 446                                                                 “Jesus, Greatest at the Table” 

    

    

    

    
 

Text: © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000947 
Tune: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000947 

 
 

 

  
Standing 

 
[1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Brief silence 
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P Blessed Lord, send Your Spirit and make Your face shine on Your Church. In this Sacrament, 

which proclaims the death of Christ, let Your holy way be made known in all the earth and 

Your saving power among all nations. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Blessed Lord, give us zeal for Your house, Your Word and Your table. May we ever rejoice in 

the privilege of Your grace, whereby we have been called to faith, sustained in hope and kept 

in true faith. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Blessed Lord, give us a heart of mercy to love all people and serve them as Christ has loved 

and served us. Bless Your Church and provide for her faithful pastors and church workers, 

that we may keep the faith and not be led astray by every wind of change. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Blessed Lord, give our leaders wisdom and courage, that they may serve Your Word in the 

punishment of wrong, the promotion of good and the protection of the weak. Bless mothers 

with child and the children in their wombs. Lead us to care for them, that we would not 

dishonor Your sacred gift of life. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Blessed Lord, give healing to the sick according to Your will. Grant relief to the suffering by 

Your grace. Give comfort to the grieving and peace to the dying. We lift before You those who 

have requested our prayers [including _____________]. Bring all things to their perfect healing 

and fulfillment in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Blessed Lord, may the blood of Your Son, Jesus, be upon us and upon our children to cleanse 

us from sin and bestow on us His new and eternal covenant. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Blessed Lord, as the institution of Your new testament is celebrated this day among all peoples, 

make Your saving power known throughout the earth. Grant that those who boast in the 

sacrificial gift of Christ would share Him with the world He came to bless. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, 

Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw 

strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. 

Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and 

preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C      Amen. 
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                                                                                                     2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

   

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there 

life also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might 

likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
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 ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                         Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Kneeling or sitting forward. 

 
                                                                      Ma t t h e w 6 :9 -1 3   

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come,  

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

     give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Ma tth ew  2 6 ;  Ma rk  1 4 :2 2 -2 4 ;  L uk e  2 2 :1 9 -2 0 ;  1  Co r i nth ia ns  1 1 :2 3 -2 5  

 

 
 ~ The Peace of the Lord                                               J o h n  2 0 :1 9   
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Lamb of God                                                                              Jo h n  1 :2 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting  

 
About participation in the Lord’s Supper: 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.  
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 

a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive 

the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. [Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than Holy Communion 

are asked to cross their arms over their chest.] 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 

(Above is the “Model Communion Card Statement” from Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, a 1983 report by the 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.) 
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Lutheran Service Book 629                                                                               “What Is This Bread” 

    

    

    

    

 
Standing  

 
Psalm 107:1 
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P Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen.  

 
Because the Triduum (Three Days) is seen as one service in three parts (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil), no 

Benediction is spoken at the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday Mass. The Benediction spoken at the Easter Vigil concludes all the 

services of the Three Days. 

 

 
 

 
 

L My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?* 

          Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | groaning? 
 

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not | answer,* 

    and by night, but I | find no rest. 
 

Yet you are | holy,* 

    enthroned on the praises of | Israel. 
 

In you our fathers | trusted;* 

    they trusted, and you de- | livered them. 
 

 To you they cried and were | rescued;* 

    in you they trusted and were not | put to shame. 
 

 But I am a worm and | not a man,* 

       scorned by mankind and despised by the | people. 
 

All who see me | mock me;* 

    they make mouths at me; they | wag their heads; 
 

“He trusts in the LORD; let him de- | liver him;* 

    let him rescue him, for he de- | lights in him!” 
 

Yet you are he who took me | from the womb;* 

    you made me trust you at my | mother’s breasts. 
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L On you was I cast | from my birth,* 

    and from my mother’s womb you have | been my God. 
 

Be not far from me, for trouble | is near,* 

    and there is | none to help. 
 

Many bulls en- | compass me;* 

    strong bulls from Bashan sur- | round me; 
 

they open wide their | mouths at me,* 

    like a ravening and roaring | lion. 
 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are | out of joint;* 

    my heart is like wax; it is melted with- | in my breast; 
 

my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks | to my jaws;* 

    you lay me in the | dust of death. 
 

 For dogs en- | compass me;* 

          a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my | hands and feet— 
 

I can count | all my bones—* 

    they stare and gloat | over me; 
 

they divide my garments a- | mong them,* 

    and for my clothing they | cast lots. 
 

But you, O LORD, do not be | far off!* 

    O you my help, come quickly | to my aid! 
 

Deliver my soul | from the sword,* 

    my precious life from the power | of the dog! 
 

 Save me from the mouth of the | lion!* 

    You have rescued me from the horns of the wild | oxen! 
 

 I will tell of your name to my | brothers;* 

    in the midst of the congregation I will | praise you: 
 

You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glo- | rify him,* 

    and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of | Israel! 
 

For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted,  

and he has not hidden his | face from him,* 

    but has heard, when he | cried to him. 
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L From you comes my praise in the great congre- | gation;* 

    my vows I will perform before those who | fear him. 
 

The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall | praise the LORD!* 

    May your hearts live for- | ever! 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD,* 

    and all families of the nations shall worship be- | fore you. 
 

For kingship belongs | to the LORD,* 

    and he rules over the | nations. 
 

All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;* 

    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,  

    even the one who could not keep him- | self alive. 
 

Posterity shall | serve him;* 

    it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation; 
 

they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people | yet unborn,* 

    that he has | done it. 

 
Please leave in silence.
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