
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Transfiguration of Christ (1520). Gerard David (c. 1460-1523). Oil on panel. 
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How Great Thou Art                                                                                                    Stuart W. K. Hine 

 

 

Please stand and face the processional cross. 

Lutheran Service Book 413                                                        “O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair” 

    

    

    

    

 

“Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing the Mass. The Mass is held among us and celebrated with the highest 

reverence. Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also preserved”. -Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. The Mass, 1-2a 
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The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.                                                                                                                       Ma tth ew  2 8 :1 9 b ;  [1 8 :2 0 ]  

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.   

 [He b re ws  1 0 :2 2 ]  
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                                                                                                Psa l m  1 2 4 :8  
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                                                              Psa lm  3 2 :5  
 

Kneeling or sitting forward. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                     [J o h n  2 0 :1 9 -2 3 ]  

C Amen. 

 
Standing 

The Ninth Commandment 
     You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
 

What does this mean?  
We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only 
appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it. 

 

Preparation for Confession and Absolution according to the Ninth Commandment:  

• Do I have strong wants, desires, or cravings that consume my thoughts? 

• Do I resent or envy those who have more than I?  

• Do I neglect my marriage, family, church, and other relationships in a desperate attempt to satisfy the wants and desires 
of my flesh?  

• Have my wants kept me from being happy with and thankful for what God has given me? 
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Psalm 84:1-2a, 4, 10-11; antiphon: Psalm 77:18b

 

 
 

L Your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 

 the earth trem- | bled and shook. 
 

L  How lovely is your dwelling place, O | LORD of hosts!* 

      My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the LORD. 
 

C Blessèd are those who dwell | in your house,* 

 ever sing- | ing your praise! 
 

L  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand | elsewhere.* 

 I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the  

 tents of | wickedness.  
 

C For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and | honor.* 

 No good thing does he withhold from those who walk up- | rightly. 
 

 

 
 

L Your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 

 the earth trem- | bled and shook. 

 
Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                                  Mark 10:47 
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Glory to God in the Highest                                                Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray.  

 O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the 

faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You 

wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in 

His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen.  

  
Sitting 

  

Exodus 34:29-35 

A The Prophecy for the Transfiguration of Our Lord is from Exodus, chapter 34. 
   

A In those days: When Moses came down 

from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of 

the Testimony were in Moses’ hand 

when he came down from the 

mountain), Moses did not know that the 

skin of his face shone while he talked 

with Him. So when Aaron and all the 

children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the 

skin of his face shone, and they were 

afraid to come near him. Then Moses 

called to them, and Aaron and all the 

rulers of the congregation returned to 

him; and Moses talked with them. 

Afterward all the children of Israel came 

near, and he gave them as 

commandments all that the LORD had 

spoken with him on Mount Sinai. And 

when Moses had finished speaking with 

them, he put a veil on his face. But 

whenever Moses went in before the 

LORD to speak with Him, he would take 

the veil off until he came out; and he 

would come out and speak to the 

children of Israel whatever he had been 

commanded. And whenever the 

children of Israel saw the face of Moses, 

that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then 

Moses would put the veil on his face 

again, until he went in to speak with 

Him. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 45:2a; 110:1

 

 
 

L You are the most handsome of the | sons of men;* 

 grace is poured up- | on your lips. 
 

C  The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my | right hand,* 

 until I make your enemies your | footstool.”  

 
2 Peter 1:16-21 

A The Epistle is from 2 Peter, chapter one. 
 

A Dearly Beloved: We did not follow 

cunningly devised fables when we made 

known to you the power and coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 

eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He 

received from God the Father honor and 

glory when such a voice came to Him 

from the Excellent Glory: “This is My 

beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased.” And we heard this voice 

which came from heaven when we were 

with Him on the holy mountain. And so 

we have the prophetic word confirmed, 

which you do well to heed as a light that 

shines in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in 

your hearts; knowing this first, that no 

prophecy of Scripture is of any private 

interpretation, for prophecy never came 

by the will of man, but holy men of God 

spoke as they were moved by the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

  

Psalm 96:2-3 

 
 

 

L Sing to the LORD; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
   
 

 

 
Matthew 17:1-9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 

 

 

 

P At that time: Jesus took Peter, James, and 

John his brother, led them up on a high 

mountain by themselves; and He was 

transfigured before them. His face shone 

like the sun, and His clothes became as 

white as the light. And behold, Moses 

and Elijah appeared to them, talking 

with Him. Then Peter answered and 

said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to 

be here; if You wish, let us make here 

three tabernacles: one for You, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was 

still speaking, behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them; and suddenly a 

voice came out of the cloud, saying, 

“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased. Hear Him!” And when the 

disciples heard it, they fell on their faces 

and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came 

and touched them and said, “Arise, and 

do not be afraid.” When they had lifted 

up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 

only. Now as they came down from the 

mountain, Jesus commanded them, 

saying, “Tell the vision to no one until 

the Son of Man is risen from the dead.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 



PAGE 10 
 

 

[Matthew 10:32] 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

      born of the virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church,  

  the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body,  

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Fourth Part of Baptism 

P What does such baptizing with water indicate?  

C  It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned 

and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to 

live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
 

P Where is this written? 

C St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through 

Baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 

of the Father, we too may live a new life.”                                                                    Romans 6:4 

 
Sitting 
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Lutheran Service Book 395                                                  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” 

    

    

    

    

    

    
  

  5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 



 
 
Standing 

 

Psalm 51:10–12  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

 

 O Worship the King                                                                                                            William Croft 

 
Standing 

 

[1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Brief silence 
 

P Heavenly Father, You revealed Your glory in the transfiguration of Your Son, who tabernacled 

among us in the flesh. Open our eyes, that we by faith may see Him dwelling among us in the 

Divine Service. Grant that we would heed Your admonition to “listen to Him” as He forgives 

and preserves us at the font, pulpit and altar. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Gracious Lord, with the appearance of Moses and Elijah at our Lord’s glorious transfiguration, 

You reveal to us that the Law and the prophets are fulfilled in Him. Send Your blessing upon 

pastors and servants of Your Church, that their preaching and teaching would flow from this 

right understanding of Christ and His work for our eternal salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Almighty God, remember Your flock here at Lutheran Church of the Ascension. Grant us 

faithfulness, humility and patience in our various vocations as we strive to love You and our 

neighbor in all we say and do. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, bless the families of Your Church, that parents would teach the faith to their children 

and that the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in all households. Remember all 

expectant mothers, that they and their babies would be kept safe and healthy throughout their 

pregnancies. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord of the nations, You have established all authority to be a blessing. Remember those 

entrusted with civil authority here and in every place, and enable them to serve with wisdom 

and integrity. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P God of all comfort, look with compassion on the sick and suffering, [especially _____________,] 

that they would know Your peace and receive healing according to Your gracious will. Be near 

to all who mourn, [especially _____________,] and comfort them with the sure and certain hope 

of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Merciful God, You gather Your people in fellowship around the Word and Your table. Be 

present also with the lonely, that they may rejoice in the community of faith. Comfort the 

homebound, that they would be kept in prayer and sustained through the gracious visitation 

of Your people and their pastor. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember on this day the glorious manifestation of 

Your Son’s divinity on the Mount of Transfiguration. Teach us to listen to Jesus and ever fix 

our eyes on Him and His innocent suffering and death for our forgiveness. By Your grace and 

mercy, strengthen us to remain faithful in all circumstances of trial, temptation and 

persecution. Preserve us to the end, that we may die a blessed death believing in Your beloved 

Son with whom You are well pleased; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C      Amen. 

 
                                                                                            Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3  

Following the prayers, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.  

 
Please remain standing. 
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                                                                                                    2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who at His 

transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that they might be strengthened to proclaim 

His cross and resurrection and with all the faithful look forward to the glory of life everlasting. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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 ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                      Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kneeling or sitting forward. 

 
                                                                      Ma t t h e w 6 :9 -1 3   

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come,  

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

     give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Ma tth ew  2 6 ;  Ma rk  1 4 :2 2 -2 4 ;  L uk e  2 2 :1 9 -2 0 ;  1  Co r i nth ia ns  1 1 :2 3 -2 5  

 

 
 ~ The Peace of the Lord                                               J o h n  2 0 :1 9   
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Lamb of God                                                                              Jo h n  1 :2 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting  

 
About participation in the Lord’s Supper: 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he 

comes.  
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 

hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. [Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than Holy 

Communion are asked to cross their arms over their chest.] 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 

(Above is the “Model Communion Card Statement” from Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, a 1983 report by the 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.) 
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Lutheran Service Book 415                                                              “Jesus On the Mountain Peak” 

    

    

    

    

 
Lutheran Service Book 537                                                                         “Beautiful Savior” 
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Lutheran Service Book 414                                                      “’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here” 

    

    

    

 
Standing 

 
Song of Simeon                                                                  Luke 2:29-32
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Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 

 

P Let us pray.  

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 

hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
2 Timothy 4:22, Psalm 103:1 
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Numbers 6:24-26

 
 

 

 
 

 

Lutheran Service Book 417                                                                 “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” 

    

    

    

    

 

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name                                                                              Clarence A. Walcott
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Sunday 

2/9 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Nursery available 

Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study: The History of the Kingdom of Israel 

Holy Mass 

Fellowship Hour 

Open Arms Board Meeting 

Super Bowl Party 
 

 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 

Following Fellowship Hour 

6:00 PM 
 

Monday 

2/10 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM  

Tuesday 

2/11 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Wednesday 

2/12 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 

Open Arms LCDC Chapel 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

10:15 AM 
 

Thursday 

2/13 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
 

Friday 

2/14 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Saturday 

2/15 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 
 

Sunday 

2/16 

Septuagesima 

Nursery available 

Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study: The History of the Kingdom of Israel 

Holy Mass 

Fellowship Hour 

Church Board Meeting 
 

 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 

Following Fellowship Hour 
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 Adult Bible Study: The History of the Kingdom of Israel

Sundays at 9:00 A.M. 

Church fellowship hall 
 

A barren woman’s miraculous pregnancy. God passed over for a human king. The wicked sons 

of a righteous prophet. A king’s crimes of murder and adultery. A son’s coup against his 

father’s throne. A prophet’s persecution. The Word of God lost and found again. These are just 

a handful of what you will encounter in this provocative Bible study covering the history of 

the kingdom of Israel. We began with 1 and 2 Samuel, now we will pick up with 1 Kings, as 

we continue the turbulent history of God’s people and their Lord’s unwavering faithfulness.   

 
 Small Group Bible Study: The Books of the Church 

Sunday March 23 at 3:30 P.M.: Judith; Wisdom of Solomon; Tobit 

Sunday April 27 at 3:30 P.M.: Ecclesiasticus (Sirach); Baruch; The Letter of Jeremiah 

Sunday May 25 at 3:30 P.M.: 1 & 2 Maccabees 

Pastor Miller’s home (see church directory for address) 
 

God has blessed us with His inspired Word in the canon of Holy Scripture. From Genesis to 

Revelation, God has given us everything we need to establish the doctrine of His Church. 

Nevertheless, there are ecclesiastical texts that, while not inspired by the Holy Spirit, are still 

helpful in recording the history of God’s people and clarifying biblical contexts. Even Martin 

Luther retained many of these texts in his German translation of the Bible. Lutherans since 

have also included them in their daily lectionary. And the Jews in Jesus’ day made frequent 

use of them in their Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament).  
 

This might explain why the Bible itself makes references to them. For example, when Jesus calls 

Himself “the Light of the world” (John 8:12), it’s in the context of Hanukkah which originated 

in 1 Maccabees. And the author of Hebrews refers to Tobit when he says, “some have 

entertained angels unawares” (13:2), and 2 Maccabees when Hebrews says, “women received 

back their dead, raised to life again” (11:35). Because these texts have been judged as 

worthwhile reading in the Church, yet not to detract from God’s inspired Word in Sunday 

Adult Bible Class, we would like to begin a supplemental Small Group Bible Study.  
 

Concordia Publishing House (LCMS) has compiled The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition with 

Notes. It is available for purchase at $44.99 through its website (cph.org). This is a nice 

companion volume to your Lutheran Study Bible. However, a bare bones version of the texts is 

also available at no cost online via apocrypha.org.  
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 Sermons on YouTube

Missed a sermon? Had to walk out halfway through? Want to hear it again? No problem! 

Most sermons are now being recorded and posted to an official YouTube channel for you to 

watch at your leisure. Simply type in https://www.youtube.com/@lcaatlanta and you will be 

directed to the YouTube page where you have access to Pastor Miller’s sermons online.  

Sermons are posted in the order of the date they were preached.   

 

 LCMS Disaster Response: Support Victims of the California Wildfires

The wildfires that began in Los Angeles County, California, earlier this week continue to inflict 

widespread damage and suffering throughout the Los Angeles area. The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod (LCMS) is in close communication with the LCMS Pacific Southwest District 

(PSD) regarding the response. 
 

As with past disasters, LCMS Disaster Response will walk alongside the PSD and its 

congregations to assist with the response. That response consists not only of spiritual support 

in the form of prayers and spiritual resources to assist church workers as they care for their 

congregations, but practical support in the form of ongoing counsel and advice, and material 

support in the form of supplies, grants and volunteers. 
 

If you would like to financially support the church’s response to wildfires in California, 

please prayerfully consider a contribution to: 
 

LCMS Pacific Southwest District (https://www.psd-lcms.org/disaster-response) 
 

LCMS Disaster Response (https://www.lcms.org/givenow/wildfires) 
 

If you would prefer to mail a check, please send it to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

or LCMS, at P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861. On the memo line, write “Disaster 

Response—Strategic Use (TR9206)” or “Disaster Response—Wildfire (NM8020-26020).” For 

other options, contact Mission Advancement by calling 800-930-4438 or 

emailing mission.advancement@lcms.org. 
 

In addition, please continue to keep all who are suffering the effects of these fires, and all who 

are offering assistance, in your prayers. 
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 Super Bowl Party

Sunday February 9 at 6:00 P.M. 

Church fellowship hall 
 

Join us for food, fellowship, and football! The big game between the Chiefs and Eagles is a great 

excuse to get together and have some fun. In addition to streaming the game live, there will be 

games, raffles, and activities for the whole family. Pizza and wings will be made available. All 

are welcome to bring a salad, side, or dessert to share. Also, you’re welcome to bring a drink 

of your choice. See you at the Super Bowl!  

 
 Congregational Potluck: Dishes We Love

Sunday February 23, following Mass 

Church fellowship hall 
 

February is the month of Valentine’s Day, so what could be more appropriate than sharing a 

dish you love with the church family you love! After all, the best food is always made with a 

special ingredient: “love.” Everything’s better with a little added TLC. All are welcome then to 

bring a main course, side, salad, drink or dessert for all to enjoy. We request that persons with 

the last name M-Z please plan to stay and help clean up after the event. Thank you! 

 
 Book Club: Travels with Charley

Sunday March 9 at 3:30 P.M. 

Tom & Linda’s Home (see church directory for address) 
 

Read Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck (author of The Grapes of Wrath and Of Mice and Men) 

to discuss with the Book Club. New attendees are always welcome!  
 

Here’s what some people are saying about Travels with Charley:  
 

An intimate journey across America, as told by one of its most beloved writers 
  

To hear the speech of the real America, to smell the grass and the trees, to see the colors and the light—

these were John Steinbeck's goals as he set out, at the age of fifty-eight, to rediscover the country he had 

been writing about for so many years. 
 

With Charley, his French poodle, Steinbeck drives the interstates and the country roads, dines with 

truckers, encounters bears at Yellowstone and old friends in San Francisco. Along the way he reflects on 

the American character, racial hostility, the particular form of American loneliness he finds almost 

everywhere, and the unexpected kindness of strangers. 
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Celebrations 

Birthdays: 

 Kati Durden, 2/11 

Rebirthdays (Baptismal Anniversaries): 

 Hank Durden, 2/13 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

 None this week 

Membership Anniversaries: 

 Hank Durden, 2/13 

 Jason Schoellen, 2/15 

Recent Requests 

  For comfort, health, and recovery: 

 Bill Bigelow (brother of Anne Bigelow) 

 Hellen Kalugendo 

 Betty Licht 

 Donald Licht 

 Rachel Preus (friend of Jeni Miller) 

For those requesting special prayers:  

 The health and wellbeing of all the unborn, especially the child of Isaac & Bekah Beckman. 

 Faith Lutheran Church and School in Marietta, that God would provide them with a faithful pastor and principal.  

Ongoing Requests 

For family and friends of the congregation:  

 David Abee (brother of Nancy Grossberg) 

 Will Edinger (friend of the Beckmans) 

 Zachary Harmon (grandson of Steve and Patty Harmon, friends of Ascension) 

 Ruth Henry 

 Dee Keiger (sister of Eileen Buehl) 

 Michelle Levell (mother of Margaret Levell) 

 Michelle Noel 

 Heidi Schnakenberg (niece of Clara Smith) 

 Charles Schnell (former member), for his formation as a pastor. 

 Ed & Jackie Sherwood (grandfather and grandmother of Bekah Beckman) 

 Evan Woolery (son of Tracy and Lucie Woolery) 

For the leaders of Church and state:  

 Director Barbara Collins-Hopkins & Open Arms Board 

 English District Bishop Jeffrey G. Miskus & all district officials 

 LCMS President Matthew Harrison & all synodical officials 

 Pastor David Miller & Church Board of Lutheran Church of the Ascension 

 Rev. Dr. Jonathan  & Dcs. Cheryl Naumann, missionaries to Dominican Republic 

 President Donald Trump & all U.S. government officials 
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