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Christ and the Centurion (16th century). Paolo Veronese. Oil on canvas. 
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Please stand and face the processional cross. 

Lutheran Service Book 756                                             “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me” 

    

    

    

    

“Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing the Mass. The Mass is held among us and celebrated with the highest 

reverence. Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also preserved”. -Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. The Mass, 1-2a 



PAGE 4 

 

 

 

 

 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.                                                                                                                       Ma tth ew  2 8 :1 9 b ;  [1 8 :2 0 ]  

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.   

 [He b re ws  1 0 :2 2 ]  
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                                                                                                Psa l m  1 2 4 :8  
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                                                              Psa lm  3 2 :5  
 

Kneeling or sitting forward. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  
 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                     [J o h n  2 0 :1 9 -2 3 ]  

C Amen. 

 
Standing 

The Eighth Commandment 
     You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 

What does this mean?  
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but 
defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 

 

Preparation for Confession and Absolution according to the Eighth Commandment:  

• Do I speak the truth or have I lied in any way? 

• Do I gossip or take pleasure in talking about the faults and mistakes of others?  

• Do I uphold and defend the name and reputation of others? 

• Have I judged others without being duly authorized to do so? 

• Have I gladly and willingly found ways to explain in the best way the words or actions of those who hurt me? 
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Psalm 97:1, 10-12; antiphon: Psalm 97:6, 9

 

 
 

L The heavens proclaim his | righteousness,* 

 and all the peoples see his | glory. 

 For you, O LORD, are most high over | all the earth;* 

  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 
 

L  The LORD reigns, let the | earth rejoice;* 

      let the many coast- | lands be glad!  
 

C O you who love the LORD, hate | evil!* 

 He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them from the hand of the | wicked. 
 

L  Light is sown for the | righteous,* 

 and joy for the up- | right in heart.  
 

C Rejoice in the LORD, O you | righteous,* 

 and give thanks to his | holy name! 
 

 

 
 

L The heavens proclaim his | righteousness,* 

 and all the peoples see his | glory. 

 For you, O LORD, are most high over | all the earth;* 

  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                                  Mark 10:47 
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Glory to God in the Highest                                                Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray.  

 Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand 

of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen.  

  
Sitting 

  

2 Kings 5:1–15b 

A The Prophecy for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany is from 2 Kings, chapter five. 
   

A In those days: Naaman, commander of 

the army of the king of Syria, was a great 

and honorable man in the eyes of his 

master, because by him the LORD had 

given victory to Syria. He was also a 

mighty man of valor, but a leper. And 

the Syrians had gone out on raids, and 

had brought back captive a young girl 

from the land of Israel. She waited on 

Naaman’s wife. Then she said to her 

mistress, “If only my master were with 

the prophet who is in Samaria! For he 

would heal him of his leprosy.” And 

Naaman went in and told his master, 

saying, “Thus and thus said the girl who 

is from the land of Israel.” Then the king 

of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a 

letter to the king of Israel.” So he 

departed and took with him ten talents 

of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, 

and ten changes of clothing. Then he 

brought the letter to the king of Israel, 

which said, Now be advised, when this 

letter comes to you, that I have sent 

Naaman my servant to you, that you 

may heal him of his leprosy. And it 

happened, when the king of Israel read 

the letter, that he tore his clothes and 

said, “Am I God, to kill and make alive, 

that this man sends a man to me to heal 

him of his leprosy? Therefore please 

consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel 

with me.” So it was, when Elisha the 

man of God heard that the king of Israel 

had torn his clothes, that he sent to the 

king, saying, “Why have you torn your 

clothes? Please let him come to me, and 

he shall know that there is a prophet in 

Israel.” Then Naaman went with his 

horses and chariot, and he stood at the 

door of Elisha’s house. And Elisha sent a 

messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash 

in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh 

shall be restored to you, and you shall be 

clean.” But Naaman became furious, 

and went away and said, “Indeed, I said 

to myself, ‘He will surely come out to 

me, and stand and call on the name of 

the LORD his God, and wave his hand 

over the place, and heal the leprosy.’  
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A Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the 

rivers of Damascus, better than all the 

waters of Israel? Could I not wash in 

them and be clean?” So he turned and 

went away in a rage. And his servants 

came near and spoke to him, and said, 

“My father, if the prophet had told you 

to do something great, would you not 

have done it? How much more then, 

when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be 

clean’?” So he went down and dipped 

seven times in the Jordan, according to 

the saying of the man of God; and his 

flesh was restored like the flesh of a little 

child, and he was clean. And he 

returned to the man of God, he and all 

his aides, and came and stood before 

him; and he said, “Indeed, now I know 

that there is no God in all the earth, 

except in Israel.” 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 102:15-16

 

 
 

L Nations will fear the name | of the LORD,* 

 and all the kings of the earth will fear your | glory. 
 

C  For the LORD builds up | Zion;* 

 he appears in his | glory.  
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Romans 12:16b–21 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter twelve. 
 

A Brethren: Do not be wise in your own 

opinion. Repay no one evil for evil. Have 

regard for good things in the sight of all 

men. If it is possible, as much as depends 

on you, live peaceably with all men. 

Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but 

rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will 

repay,” says the Lord. Therefore “If your 

enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 

thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing 

you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 

Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Standing 

  

Psalm 97:1 

 
 

 

L The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! 
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Matthew 8:1–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighth chapter. 

 

 

 

P At that time: When Jesus had come 

down from the mountain, great 

multitudes followed Him. And behold, 

a leper came and worshiped Him, 

saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You 

can make me clean.” Then Jesus put out 

His hand and touched him, saying, “I 

am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately 

his leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus said 

to him, “See that you tell no one; but go 

your way, show yourself to the priest, 

and offer the gift that Moses 

commanded, as a testimony to them.” 

Now when Jesus had entered 

Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, 

pleading with Him, saying, “Lord, my 

servant is lying at home paralyzed, 

dreadfully tormented.” And Jesus said 

to him, “I will come and heal him.” The 

centurion answered and said, “Lord, I 

am not worthy that You should come 

under my roof. But only speak a word, 

and my servant will be healed. For I also 

am a man under authority, having 

soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, 

‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my 

servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When 

Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to 

those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to 

you, I have not found such great faith, 

not even in Israel! And I say to you that 

many will come from east and west, and 

sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the 

sons of the kingdom will be cast out into 

outer darkness. There will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.” Then Jesus said 

to the centurion, “Go your way; and as 

you have believed, so let it be done for 

you.” And his servant was healed that 

same hour. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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[Matthew 10:32] 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

      born of the virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church,  

  the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body,  

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Second Part of Baptism 

P What benefits does Baptism give?  

C  It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to 

all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
 

P Which are these words and promises of God?  

C  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”                                               Mark 16:16 

 
Sitting 
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Lutheran Service Book 401                                                        “From God the Father, Virgin-Born” 

    

    

    
 

  5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain 

And, we believe, shall come again; 

Be with us on the battlefield, 

From ev’ry harm Your people shield. 
 

 D 6 To You, O Lord, all glory be 

For this Your blest epiphany; 

To God, whom all His hosts adore, 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 
Sitting 
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Standing 

 
Psalm 51:10–12  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

 

 
Standing 

 
[1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Brief silence 

 

P Lord of hosts, You call those who are far from You into Your one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

Church through the cleansing waters of Holy Baptism. Grant that all who seek healing in those 

blessed waters would receive Your grace for body and soul. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, strengthen this congregation by the preaching of the Gospel and the faithful 

administration of the Holy Sacraments. Bless those who hear the Word and confirm them in 

Your holy faith and fear all their days. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P O Lord, enable every Christian to learn Your Word and teach the faith to family and children. 

Give them boldness to speak the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all those within their acquaintance 

and care. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord of all, You order the nations of the world to the end that everyone might seek You. Call 

the rulers and authorities to receive Your salvation in Holy Baptism with humility and to 

dedicate every earthly endeavor to You. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, look with compassion on the sick and suffering, [especially _____________,] 

that they would receive healing and relief according to Your will. Comfort them by the sure 

and certain knowledge that nothing can separate them from the love You have for them in 

Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Gracious God, let it be done for us as we believe. As You have promised to give us forgiveness, 

life and salvation in the Communion of this altar, so let us faithfully receive the body and blood 

of Christ for healing and strength in body and soul. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Merciful Father, when Your Son came, His own people did not receive Him but turned away 

from Your salvation. Call those who have forsaken Your Church to turn from their dark ways, 

behold Your light and recline at Your table with us. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, do not throw us into the outer darkness of weeping and gnashing 

of teeth. Strengthen and preserve our faith in Christ Jesus, our only Mediator, by whom we 

also are welcomed to recline at table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as true Israelites. When 

our last hour comes, welcome us as brothers and sisters of Christ, baptized into His name, and 

therefore as sons of Your kingdom by grace; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C      Amen. 

 
                                                                                            Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3  

Following the prayers, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.  

 
Please remain standing. 
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                                                                                                    2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had 

been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in 

Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the 

fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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 ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                      Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kneeling or sitting forward. 

 
                                                                      Ma t t h e w 6 :9 -1 3   

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come,  

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

     give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Ma tth ew  2 6 ;  Ma rk  1 4 :2 2 -2 4 ;  L uk e  2 2 :1 9 -2 0 ;  1  Co r i nth ia ns  1 1 :2 3 -2 5  

 

 
 ~ The Peace of the Lord                                               J o h n  2 0 :1 9   
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Lamb of God                                                                              Jo h n  1 :2 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting  

 
About participation in the Lord’s Supper: 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he 

comes.  
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 

hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. [Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than Holy 

Communion are asked to cross their arms over their chest.] 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 

(Above is the “Model Communion Card Statement” from Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, a 1983 report by the 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.) 
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Lutheran Service Book 620                                           “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” 

    

    

    

    
 

  5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. 

Wedding garments He provides me, 

With a robe of white He hides me, 

    Fits me for the royal hall. 
 

  6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
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Lutheran Service Book 409                                                       “Hail, O Source of Every Blessing” 
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Standing 

 
Song of Simeon                                                                  Luke 2:29-32

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Psalm 107:1 
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P Let us pray.  

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 

hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
2 Timothy 4:22, Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  

 
Numbers 6:24-26
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Lutheran Service Book 758                                              “The Will of God Is Always Best” 
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Sunday 

1/26 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Nursery available 

Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study: The History of the Kingdom of Israel 

Holy Mass 

Congregational Potluck: Soup Fest! 

Beckman Housewarming Shower 
 

 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 

Following Potluck 
 

Monday 

1/27 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM  

Tuesday 

1/28 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Wednesday 

1/29 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 

Open Arms LCDC Chapel 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

10:15 AM 
 

Thursday 

1/30 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
 

Friday 

1/31 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

7:00 AM – 6:30 PM 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Saturday 

2/1 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 
 

Sunday 

2/2 

Purification of Mary and Presentation of Our Lord 

Nursery available 

Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study: The History of the Kingdom of Israel 

Holy Mass 

Fellowship Hour 
 

 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 
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 Adult Bible Study: The History of the Kingdom of Israel

Sundays at 9:00 A.M. 

Church fellowship hall 
 

A barren woman’s miraculous pregnancy. God passed over for a human king. The wicked sons 

of a righteous prophet. A king’s crimes of murder and adultery. A son’s coup against his 

father’s throne. A prophet’s persecution. The Word of God lost and found again. These are just 

a handful of what you will encounter in this provocative Bible study covering the history of 

the kingdom of Israel. We began with 1 and 2 Samuel, now we will pick up with 1 Kings, as 

we continue the turbulent history of God’s people and their Lord’s unwavering faithfulness.   

 
 Small Group Bible Study: The Books of the Church 

Sunday February 23 at 3:30 P.M.: Judith; Wisdom of Solomon; Tobit 

Sunday March 23 at 3:30 P.M.: Ecclesiasticus (Sirach); Baruch; The Letter of Jeremiah 

Sunday April 27 at 3:30 P.M.: 1 & 2 Maccabees 

Pastor Miller’s home (see church directory for address) 
 

God has blessed us with His inspired Word in the canon of Holy Scripture. From Genesis to 

Revelation, God has given us everything we need to establish the doctrine of His Church. 

Nevertheless, there are ecclesiastical texts that, while not inspired by the Holy Spirit, are still 

helpful in recording the history of God’s people and clarifying biblical contexts. Even Martin 

Luther retained many of these texts in his German translation of the Bible. Lutherans since 

have also included them in their daily lectionary. And the Jews in Jesus’ day made frequent 

use of them in their Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament).  
 

This might explain why the Bible itself makes references to them. For example, when Jesus calls 

Himself “the Light of the world” (John 8:12), it’s in the context of Hanukkah which originated 

in 1 Maccabees. And the author of Hebrews refers to Tobit when he says, “some have 

entertained angels unawares” (13:2), and 2 Maccabees when Hebrews says, “women received 

back their dead, raised to life again” (11:35). Because these texts have been judged as 

worthwhile reading in the Church, yet not to detract from God’s inspired Word in Sunday 

Adult Bible Class, we would like to begin a supplemental Small Group Bible Study.  
 

Concordia Publishing House (LCMS) has compiled The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition with 

Notes. It is available for purchase at $44.99 through its website (cph.org). This is a nice 

companion volume to your Lutheran Study Bible. However, a bare bones version of the texts is 

also available at no cost online via apocrypha.org.  
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 Sermons on YouTube

Missed a sermon? Had to walk out halfway through? Want to hear it again? No problem! 

Most sermons are now being recorded and posted to an official YouTube channel for you to 

watch at your leisure. Simply type in https://www.youtube.com/@lcaatlanta and you will be 

directed to the YouTube page where you have access to Pastor Miller’s sermons online.  

Sermons are posted in the order of the date they were preached.   

 

 LCMS Disaster Response: Support Victims of the California Wildfires

The wildfires that began in Los Angeles County, California, earlier this week continue to inflict 

widespread damage and suffering throughout the Los Angeles area. The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod (LCMS) is in close communication with the LCMS Pacific Southwest District 

(PSD) regarding the response. 
 

As with past disasters, LCMS Disaster Response will walk alongside the PSD and its 

congregations to assist with the response. That response consists not only of spiritual support 

in the form of prayers and spiritual resources to assist church workers as they care for their 

congregations, but practical support in the form of ongoing counsel and advice, and material 

support in the form of supplies, grants and volunteers. 
 

If you would like to financially support the church’s response to wildfires in California, 

please prayerfully consider a contribution to: 
 

LCMS Pacific Southwest District (https://www.psd-lcms.org/disaster-response) 
 

LCMS Disaster Response (https://www.lcms.org/givenow/wildfires) 
 

If you would prefer to mail a check, please send it to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

or LCMS, at P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861. On the memo line, write “Disaster 

Response—Strategic Use (TR9206)” or “Disaster Response—Wildfire (NM8020-26020).” For 

other options, contact Mission Advancement by calling 800-930-4438 or 

emailing mission.advancement@lcms.org. 
 

In addition, please continue to keep all who are suffering the effects of these fires, and all who 

are offering assistance, in your prayers. 
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 House Warming Shower in Honor of Grayson & Margaret Beckman

Sunday January 26, following Mass 

Church fellowship hall 
 

Grayson Beckman and Margaret Levell are to be married Saturday January 25. In celebration 

of their wedding, the congregation is invited to shower them with house warming gifts. They 

are registered at Target, Amazon, Ikea, and Home Depot. Congratulations to the happy couple! 

 
 Congregational Potluck: Soup Fest!

Sunday January 26, following Mass 

Church fellowship hall 
 

“Baby, it’s cold outside”! So, let’s all warm up with some hot delicious soups. Members of the 

congregation are invited to make their favorite recipes to share with the Ascension family. It’s 

always fun to try new things, and we hope to have plenty of new ones to go around. Crockpots 

are recommended to keep your soup warm. Also, breads and salads are welcome, because 

frankly who doesn’t love a good combination of soup and salad for lunch? Drinks will be 

provided. In advance, we thank attendees with last names that begin with the letter A-L for 

staying to help clean up afterward. Join us for our first Soup Fest! 

 
 Book Club: Travels with Charley

Sunday March 30 at 3:30 P.M. 

Tom & Linda’s Home (see church directory for address) 
 

Read Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck (author of The Grapes of Wrath and Of Mice and Men) 

to discuss with the Book Club. New attendees are always welcome!  
 

Here’s what some people are saying about Travels with Charley:  
 

An intimate journey across America, as told by one of its most beloved writers 
  

To hear the speech of the real America, to smell the grass and the trees, to see the colors and the light—

these were John Steinbeck's goals as he set out, at the age of fifty-eight, to rediscover the country he had 

been writing about for so many years. 
 

With Charley, his French poodle, Steinbeck drives the interstates and the country roads, dines with 

truckers, encounters bears at Yellowstone and old friends in San Francisco. Along the way he reflects on 

the American character, racial hostility, the particular form of American loneliness he finds almost 

everywhere, and the unexpected kindness of strangers. 

 



PAGE 30 

 

 

 

 

Celebrations 

Birthdays: 

 Fred Durden, 1/31 

Rebirthdays (Baptismal Anniversaries): 

 Clara Smith, 2/1 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

 None this week 

Membership Anniversaries: 

 Linda Rathje, 1/26 

 Nancy Grossberg, 2/1 

Recent Requests 

  For comfort, health, and recovery: 

 Bill Bigelow (brother of Anne Bigelow) 

 Hellen Kalugendo 

 Betty Licht 

 Donald Licht 

 Leslie Micek (daughter of Jan Knehans), and all those affected by the California wildfires 

 Rachel Preus (friend of Jeni Miller) 

For those requesting special prayers:  

 The health and wellbeing of all the unborn, especially the child of Isaac & Bekah Beckman. 

 Faith Lutheran Church and School in Marietta, that God would provide them with a faithful pastor and principal.  

 Grayson & Margaret Beckman, for blessings on their newly married life together. 

Ongoing Requests 

For family and friends of the congregation:  

 David Abee (brother of Nancy Grossberg) 

 Will Edinger (friend of the Beckmans) 

 Zachary Harmon (grandson of Steve and Patty Harmon, friends of Ascension) 

 Ruth Henry 

 Dee Keiger (sister of Eileen Buehl) 

 Michelle Levell (mother of Margaret Levell) 

 Michelle Noel 

 Heidi Schnakenberg (niece of Clara Smith) 

 Charles Schnell (former member), for his formation as a pastor. 

 Ed & Jackie Sherwood (grandfather and grandmother of Bekah Beckman) 

 Evan Woolery (son of Tracy and Lucie Woolery) 

For the leaders of Church and state:  

 Director Barbara Collins-Hopkins & Open Arms Board 

 English District Bishop Jeffrey G. Miskus & all district officials 

 LCMS President Matthew Harrison & all synodical officials 

 Pastor David Miller & Church Board of Lutheran Church of the Ascension 

 Rev. Dr. Jonathan  & Dcs. Cheryl Naumann, missionaries to Dominican Republic 

 President Donald Trump & all U.S. government officials 
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