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St. John the Baptist. Francisco Robalta (1565 – 1628). Oil on canvas.  
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Prepare the Royal Highway                                                                                  Franz Mikael Franzén 

 

 

Please stand and face the processional cross. 

Lutheran Service Book 355                                                       “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide” 

    

    

    

    
 

   Continued next page . . .  

   

 

“Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing the Mass. The Mass is held among us and celebrated with the highest 

reverence. Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also preserved”. -Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV:1-2a: The Mass 
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  5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 

O Sun, arise; without Your light 

We grope in gloom and dark of night. 
 

  6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 

O come, lead us with mighty hand 

From exile to our promised land. 
 

  7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 

There shall we laud You and adore 

Forever and forevermore. 

 

 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.                                                                                                                       Ma tth ew  2 8 :1 9 b ;  [1 8 :2 0 ]  

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.   

 [He b re ws  1 0 :2 2 ]  
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                                                                                                Psa l m  1 2 4 :8  
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                                                              Psa lm  3 2 :5  
 

Kneeling or sitting forward. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                     [J o h n  2 0 :1 9 -2 3 ]  

C Amen. 
 

Standing 

 

 

Psalm 19:1, 4-6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a

 

 
 

L Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

  let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 
 

L  The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

      and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.  
 

C Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the  

end | of the world.* 

 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 
 

L  which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 

 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.  
 

C Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 

 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 
 

 

 
 

L Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

  let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 
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Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                                  Mark 10:47 

 

 

 
During Advent and Lent, the GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is omitted. 

 
2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray.  

 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh 

us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen.  

  
Sitting 

  

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 

A The Prophecy for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is from Deuteronomy, chapter 18. 
   

A In those days Moses spoke to the 

children of Israel, saying: “The LORD 

your God will raise up for you a Prophet 

like me from your midst, from your 

brethren. Him you shall hear, according 

to all you desired of the LORD your God 

in Horeb in the day of the assembly, 

saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice 

of the LORD my God, nor let me see this 

great fire anymore, lest I die.’ And the 

LORD said to me: ‘What they have 

spoken is good. I will raise up for them 

a Prophet like you from among their 

brethren, and will put My words in His 

mouth, and He shall speak to them all 

that I command Him. And it shall be that 

whoever will not hear My words, which 

He speaks in My name, I will require it 

of him.’” 

 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 145:18, 21

 

 
 

L The LORD is near to all who | call on him,* 

 to all who call on | him in truth. 
 

C  My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 

 and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.  

 
Philippians 4:4-7 

A The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter four. 
 

A Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord always. 

Again I will say, rejoice! Let your 

gentleness be known to all men. The 

Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, 

but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God; 

and the peace of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Standing 

  

Psalm 40:17b 

 
 

 

L You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!  
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John 1:19-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 

 

 

P At that time: When the Jews sent priests 

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask John, 

“Who are you?” he confessed, and did 

not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 

Christ.” And they asked him, “What 

then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 

not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” Then they said to him, 

“Who are you, that we may give an 

answer to those who sent us? What do 

you say about yourself?” He said: “I am 

‘The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: “Make straight the way of 

the LORD,”’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

Now those who were sent were from the 

Pharisees. And they asked him, saying, 

“Why then do you baptize if you are not 

the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

John answered them, saying, “I baptize 

with water, but there stands One among 

you whom you do not know. It is He 

who, coming after me, is preferred 

before me, whose sandal strap I am not 

worthy to loose.” These things were 

done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, 

where John was baptizing. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C  I believe in one God, Romans 10:10; Deuteronomy 6:4  

the Father Almighty, Matthew 6:9; Exodus 6:3  

maker of heaven and earth Genesis 1:1; John 1:1  

and of all things visible and invisible. Colossians 1:16 

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Romans 10:9  

the only-begotten Son of God, John 3:16; Matthew 16:16  

begotten of His Father before all worlds, John 1:2  

God of God, Light of Light, John 17:22; John 8:12; John 1:1  

very God of very God, Colossians 2:9  

begotten, not made, John 1:2  

being of one substance with the Father, John 10:30  

by Whom all things were made; Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3  

Who for us men and for our salvation 1 Timothy 2:4; Romans 3:23  

came down from heaven John 6:41; Luke 15:20  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Luke 1:34-35  

and was made man; John 1:14  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Mark 15:25; John 19:16-18  

He suffered and was buried. John 19:1-3; Luke 23:53  

And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:6  

and ascended into heaven Acts 1:9  

and sits at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55  

And He will come again with glory Matthew 26:64  

to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; Matthew 3:12  

Whose kingdom will have no end. 2 Peter 1:11  

 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, John 14:26; Genesis 1:2; Acts 2:38  

the Lord and giver of life, Genesis 1:2; John 3:6  

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, John 15:26  

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Matthew 3:16-17; Luke 2:14  

Who spoke by the prophets. Ezekiel 11:5  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:19-22  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Ephesians 4:5  

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Corinthians 15:35-49; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

and the life T of the world to come. Mark 10:29-30; Matthew 10:40-42  

Amen. Psalm 106:48  

 



PAGE 10 
 

 

The Sixth Petition 

P What is the Sixth Petition?  

C  And lead us not into temptation. 
 

P What does this mean?  

C  God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the 

devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, 

despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray 

that we may finally overcome them and win the victory. 

 
Sitting 

 
 

Lutheran Service Book 357                                                               “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

    

    

    

    

    
 

  5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

   Continued next page . . .  
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  6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

  7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Sitting 

 
 

 
Standing 

 
Psalm 51:10–12  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

 

 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending                                                                          Thomas Olivers 
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Standing 

 
[1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Brief silence 
 

P Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to proclaim the baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. Grant that we who prepare to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ, may die to sin and rise to new life, that we may treasure up and ponder in our hearts 

the Christ announced by Your forerunner. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P God of faithfulness, You have fulfilled Your promises by sending the Messiah. Grant that we 

may celebrate the birth of Christ by hearing the Word, singing Your praises, and receiving His 

body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty Father, You uphold all creation by Your hand. Preserve for Your Church and for 

future generations the institution of marriage between one man and one woman, which You 

established even before Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, that Your Church may be blessed with 

many children and that our families may reflect the order of Your creation. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, You delight not in the death of the wicked. Grant to us and to all people 

freedom from war and disorder, strife and rebellion. Give us good government, faithful 

magistrates and peace to aid the swift spread of Your Gospel. Renew our hearts with 

thanksgiving for Your many blessings, and grant us the wisdom to use them to fulfill Your 

good purposes. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, grant all women with child and all mothers with infant children increasing happiness 

in their blessings [especially _____________]. Look with compassion on the lonely, the depressed 

and the despairing. Grant healing to the sick, and give peace to the anxious and dying [especially 

_____________]. Comfort all who mourn [the death of _____________] with the certain hope of 

the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, grant that those preparing to receive the Lord’s Supper may rejoice in the 

presence of Your Son, our true Emmanuel, who comes to give us a share in Your divine life 

and forgiveness by His body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly the 

King of the nations and their desire. He, who formed us of clay, took on our human nature that 

He might save us. He came to His own and was rejected by them, yet You established Him as 

the true cornerstone, tested and precious, that whoever believes in Him will not be put to 

shame. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always 

confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; for You live and 

reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

C      Amen. 

 

                                                                                            Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3  

Following the prayers, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.  

 

Please remain standing. 

 

   

                                                                                                    2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

  

 

    
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way 

John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from 

the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
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 ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                      Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kneeling or sitting forward. 

 
                                                                      Ma t t h e w 6 :9 -1 3   

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come,  

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

     give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Ma tth ew  2 6 ;  Ma rk  1 4 :2 2 -2 4 ;  L uk e  2 2 :1 9 -2 0 ;  1  Co r i nth ia ns  1 1 :2 3 -2 5  

 

 
 ~ The Peace of the Lord                                               J o h n  2 0 :1 9   
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Lamb of God                                                                              Jo h n  1 :2 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting  

 
About participation in the Lord’s Supper: 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.  
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 

a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive 

the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. [Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than Holy Communion 

are asked to cross their arms over their chest.] 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 

(Above is the “Model Communion Card Statement” from Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, a 1983 report by the 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.) 
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Lutheran Service Book 346                                            “When All the World Was Cursed” 

    

    

    

    

 
Lutheran Service Book 623                                       “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” 
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  Lutheran Service Book 342                                                       “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” 

    

    

 
Standing 

 
Song of Simeon                                                                  Luke 2:29-32
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Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 

 

P Let us pray.  

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the 

Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days 

of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate 

the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
2 Timothy 4:22, Psalm 103:1 
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Numbers 6:24-26

 
 

 

 
 

 

Lutheran Service Book 352                                                    “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” 

    

    

    
 

  5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 
 

  6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
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 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice                                                                                            Victor O. Petersen

  

 



PAGE 22 
 

 

       

    

    

   

 

 
 

Presiding Minister  

 The Rev. David V. Miller, Pastor 

 

Altar Assistant(s) 

Jason Schoellen, Elder 

Emilie Schoellen, Acolyte 

Jude Miller, Gospel Bearer 

 

Organist 

Laura Darden, Director of Music 

 

Cantor 

 Bri Darden 

 

Altar Guild 

Linda Rathje/Kati & Hank Durden 

 

Usher(s) 

Tom Lawton/Trevor Dunkel 

 

Fellowship Host(s) 

The Kalugendo family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presiding Minister  

 The Rev. Al Oren, Guest Pastor 

 

Altar Assistant(s) 

Jason Schoellen, Elder 

Emilie Schoellen, Acolyte 

 

Organist 

Laura Darden, Director of Music 

 

Cantor 

 Adrian Popescu 

 

Altar Guild 

Whitney Worthington/Kati & Hank Durden 

 

Usher(s) 

Greg Ison/Brian Beckman 

 

Fellowship Host(s) 

TBD 

 

 

       

 

 

 
 



PAGE 23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L 



PAGE 24 
 

 

 

Sunday 
12/22 

Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli) 

Nursery available 

Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study: The History of the Kingdom of Israel 

Holy Mass 

Fellowship Hour 

 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 
 

Monday 

12/23 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 

Tuesday 

12/24 

The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 

Christmas Eve Mass 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 

7:00 PM 

Wednesday 

12/25 

The Nativity of Our Lord 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 

Christmas Day Mass 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 

10:00 AM 
 

Thursday 

12/26 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 
 

Friday 

12/27 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 

Saturday 

12/28 

 

Open Arms LCDC 

Church Office 
 

 

Closed 

Closed 
 

Sunday 

12/29 

First Sunday after Christmas 

Nursery available 

Holy Mass 

Fellowship Hour 

 

9:30 – 11:30 AM 

10:00 AM 

Following Holy Mass 
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 CANCELLED: Due to the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, there will be no Sunday 

school or Bible study December 29 and January 5.
 

 Adult Bible Study: The History of the Kingdom of Israel

Sundays at 9:00 A.M. 

Church fellowship hall 
 

A barren woman’s miraculous pregnancy. God passed over for a human king. The wicked sons 

of a righteous prophet. A king’s crimes of murder and adultery. A son’s coup against his 

father’s throne. A prophet’s persecution. The Word of God lost and found again. These are just 

a handful of what you will encounter in this provocative Bible study covering the history of 

the kingdom of Israel. We began with 1 and 2 Samuel, now we will pick up with 1 Kings, as 

we continue the turbulent history of God’s people and their Lord’s unwavering faithfulness.   
 

 Small Group Bible Study: The Books of the Church 

Sunday January 26 at 3:30 P.M.: Judith; Wisdom of Solomon; Tobit 

Sunday February 23 at 3:30 P.M.: Ecclesiasticus (Sirach); Baruch; The Letter of Jeremiah 

Sunday March 23 at 3:30 P.M.: 1 & 2 Maccabees 

Pastor Miller’s home (see church directory for address) 
 

God has blessed us with His inspired Word in the canon of Holy Scripture. From Genesis to 

Revelation, God has given us everything we need to establish the doctrine of His Church. 

Nevertheless, there are ecclesiastical texts that, while not inspired by the Holy Spirit, are still 

helpful in recording the history of God’s people and clarifying biblical contexts. Even Martin 

Luther retained many of these texts in his German translation of the Bible. Lutherans since 

have also included them in their daily lectionary. And the Jews in Jesus’ day made frequent 

use of them in their Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament).  
 

This might explain why the Bible itself makes references to them. For example, when Jesus calls 

Himself “the Light of the world” (John 8:12), it’s in the context of Hanukkah which originated 

in 1 Maccabees. And the author of Hebrews refers to Tobit when he says, “some have 

entertained angels unawares” (13:2), and 2 Maccabees when Hebrews says, “women received 

back their dead, raised to life again” (11:35). Because these texts have been judged as 

worthwhile reading in the Church, yet not to detract from God’s inspired Word in Sunday 

Adult Bible Class, we would like to begin a supplemental Small Group Bible Study.  
 

Concordia Publishing House (LCMS) has compiled The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition with 

Notes. It is available for purchase at $44.99 through its website (cph.org). This is a nice 

companion volume to your Lutheran Study Bible. However, a bare bones version of the texts is 

also available at no cost online via apocrypha.org.  
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 Christmas Schedule

Christmas Eve Mass with Carols by Candlelight: Tuesday, 12/24 at 7:00 P.M. 

Christmas Day Mass: Wednesday, 12/25 at 10:00 A.M. 

 
 Sermons on YouTube

Missed a sermon? Had to walk out halfway through? Want to hear it again? No problem! 

Most sermons are now being recorded and posted to an official YouTube channel for you to 

watch at your leisure. Simply type in https://www.youtube.com/@lcaatlanta and you will be 

directed to the YouTube page where you have access to Pastor Miller’s sermons online.  

Sermons are posted in the order of the date they were preached.   

 
 Looking Forward to Sunday Emails

For a few months now, you’ve been receiving an email called Looking Forward to Sunday. Have 

you wondered why you’re getting it or what to do with it?  We want you to get the most out 

of worship each Sunday, and one way you can do that is by pre-reading the lessons and 

glancing at the hymns. Some of you I know like to get familiar with the hymns by cracking 

open your home hymnals and singing through a stanza on your own or with your family. If 

you don’t have a home hymnal, by the way, let me know and we’ll fix that. Hearing the 

readings and hymns more than once really helps it to sink in, and it’s one way you can come 

prepared for worship. At the end of each email, there’s also a list of that weekend’s events so 

you won’t miss anything. So keep an eye out each week for this email and make sure you open 

it! 

 

 Congregational Potluck: Soup Fest!

Sunday January 26, following Mass 
 

“Baby, it’s cold outside”! So, let’s all warm up with some hot delicious soups. Members of the 

congregation are invited to make their favorite recipes to share with the Ascension family. It’s 

always fun to try new things, and we hope to have plenty of new ones to go around. Crockpots 

are recommended to keep your soup warm. Also, breads and salads are welcome, because 

frankly who doesn’t love a good combination of soup and salad for lunch? Drinks will be 

provided. In advance, we thank attendees with last names that begin with the letter A-L for 

staying to help clean up afterward. Join us for our first Soup Fest! 
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 Book Club: Travels with Charley

Sunday TBD at 3:30 P.M. 

Tom & Linda’s Home (see church directory) 
 

Read Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck (author of The Grapes of Wrath and Of Mice and Men) 

to discuss with the Book Club. New attendees are always welcome!  
 

Here’s what some people are saying about Travels with Charley:  
 

An intimate journey across America, as told by one of its most beloved writers 
  

To hear the speech of the real America, to smell the grass and the trees, to see the colors and the light—

these were John Steinbeck's goals as he set out, at the age of fifty-eight, to rediscover the country he had 

been writing about for so many years. 
 

With Charley, his French poodle, Steinbeck drives the interstates and the country roads, dines with 

truckers, encounters bears at Yellowstone and old friends in San Francisco. Along the way he reflects on 

the American character, racial hostility, the particular form of American loneliness he finds almost 

everywhere, and the unexpected kindness of strangers. 

 
 Letter from Charles Schnell (former member and current seminarian)

Dear Lutheran Church of the Ascension, 
 

Grace and peace to you in Christ Jesus our Lord!  
 

I just finished my first week of classes of the winter quarter. Seminary is a wonderful place to be. I am 

growing spiritually and learning much about Christianity, our history, and our Lutheran confession. It 

is an honor to be here preparing to serve our Lord Jesus as a pastor in His Church.  
 

This semester I am learning Hebrew (!) and am also taking classes in liturgy, teaching the catechism, 

and on the Augsburg Confession. It’s a very busy life, but it is where I am called to be.  
 

Thank you once again for supporting my education and living expenses here. Your help makes this 

possible and is a great blessing in my life. I look forward to seeing you all again for Grayson’s wedding!  
 

In nomine Jesu,  

Charles 
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Celebrations 

Birthdays: 

 Hank Durden, 12/22 

 Jason Schoellen, 12/22 

 Lauren Morr, 12/27 

Rebirthdays (Baptismal Anniversaries): 

 Jill Drachenberg, 12/27 

 Lucie Woolery, 12/27 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

 None this week 

Membership Anniversaries: 

 Joan Bentley, 12/27 

Recent Requests 

  For comfort, health, and recovery: 

 Bill Bigelow (brother of Anne Bigelow) 

 Dee Keiger (sister of Eileen Buehl) 

 Michelle Levell (mother of Grayson Beckman’s fiancée) 

 Hellen Kalugendo 

 Betty & Donald Licht 

 Michelle Noel 

 Rachel Preus (friend of Jeni Miller) 

 Ed & Jackie Sherwood (grandmother of Bekah Beckman) 

 Evan Woolery (son of Tracy and Lucie Woolery) 

For those requesting special prayers:  

 The health and wellbeing of all the unborn, especially the child of Isaac & Bekah Beckman. 

 Faith Lutheran Church and School in Marietta, that God would provide them with a faithful pastor and principal. 

 Family and friends of Booker T. Campbell (husband of Eunice Campbell), that the grieving be comforted by the Gospel. 
 

Ongoing Requests 

For family and friends of the congregation:  

 David Abee (brother of Nancy Grossberg) 

 Will Edinger (friend of the Beckmans) 

 Zachary Harmon (grandson of Steve and Patty Harmon, friends of Ascension) 

 Ruth Henry 

 Heidi Schnakenberg (niece of Clara Smith) 

 Charles Schnell (former member), for his formation as a pastor. 

For the leaders of Church and state:  

 Director Barbara Collins-Hopkins & Open Arms Board 

 English District Bishop Jeffrey G. Miskus & all district officials 

 LCMS President Matthew Harrison & all synodical officials 

 Pastor David Miller & Church Board of Lutheran Church of the Ascension 

 Rev. Dr. Jonathan  & Dcs. Cheryl Naumann, missionaries to Dominican Republic 

 President Joseph Biden & all U.S. government officials 
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