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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

The Sunday of Thomas

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF THE ASCENSION

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN
Truth, Beauty, Goodness



ABOUT TODAY'S THEME — QUASIMODO GENITI

The Wounds of Christ Give Us Life

“For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood” (1 John 5:7). These three point to Christ
and flow from Christ. Jesus shows His disciples His hands side, from which blood and water flowed, saying “Peace
be with you.” He presents the wounds which turn our fear to gladness and which restore us to the Father. Jesus
breathes on His disciples and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:23). His breath, His words are Spirit and
life. They raise up our dry, dead bones and give us new and everlasting life (Ezek. 37:1-14). Christ now gives His
ministers to speak His forgiving, Spirit-filled words to the penitent in His stead. Our Lord continues to come to
His people, presenting His wounds to us in the Sacraments of water and blood. He bids us to touch His side at
His table, to receive His risen body and blood in true faith, that believing we may have life in His name.

*Image on front cover: “Doubting Thomas” (1620) by Giovanni Serodine (1594 — 1630)



APRIL 11, 2021 -+ SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M.

DIVINE SERVICE — SETTING THREE
UAC XXIV: Retinetur enim missa apud nos et summa reverentia celebratur.

PRELUDE
My Faithful Heart Rejoices Johannes Brahms

WELCOME
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Please stand and face the processional cross.

Lutheran Service Book 466

“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”
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1 Christ has a - ris - en, al - le - lu - ia.
2 For three long  days the grave did  its worst
3 The an - gel said to them, “Do not fear!
4 "Go spread the  news: He’s not in  the grave;
5 Christ has a - 718 - en; He sets us free;
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Al - le - ln - ia to Him prais - es be.
£ .
[ [ f | [ ] [ I | | ]
> — \ 1 — | — o e—— !
IRV 1 I ] | r I - - | ]
e & - &
For our Re - deem - er burst from the tomb,
He who gives life did death un - der - go;
See  for  your - selves the tomb s all bare;
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Je - sus is liv - ing! Let s all sing;
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E - ven from  death, dis - pel - ling its gloom.
And in its con - quest His might did show.
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E - ven the bat - tle with  sin is won.”
He reigns w1 - um - phant, heav - en - ly King.
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EASTER ACCLAMATION

(P)

® @@=
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross *I+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

[Hebrews 10:22]
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Kneeling or sitting forward

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

The First Commandment

You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean?

We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.

Preparation for Confession and Absolution according to the First Commandment:

What or whom do | fear most?

In what or whom do | trust most for financial security, physical safety, or emotional support?

Do | fear God’s wrath and therefore avoid every sin?

Is my love of God evident in my daily life?

Do I expect only good from God in every situation, or do | worry, doubt, complain, or feel unfairly treated when things go
wrong?

®

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son
and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]
Amen.
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Standing

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT
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Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.

Sing aloud to | God our strength;*
shout for joy to the God of | Jacob!

In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;*
I answered you in the secret place of | thunder.

I am the | LORD your God,*
who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.

Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;*
and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you.

Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men,

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.

KYRIE - Lord, Have Mercy
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
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Psalm 81:1, 7a, 10, 16b; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2a

Mark 10:47



HYMN OF PRAISE - This Is the Feast
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3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon-or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Repain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Swnza 4
God and the Lamb for-ev-er A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - Iu - ia.  Firal Refrain
Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le- lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

]  Letuspray.

Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9

2 Timothy 4:22

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace
confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
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Sitting

OLD TESTAMENT READING

® >

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The Old Testament Reading for the Second Sunday of Easter is from Ezekiel, chapter 37.

1The hand of the LORD was upon me,
and he brought me out in the Spirit of
the LORD and set me down in the
middle of the valley; it was full of
bones. 2 And he led me around among
them, and behold, there were very
many on the surface of the valley, and
behold, they were very dry. 3 And he
said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord
GoD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me,
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to
them, O dry bones, hear the word of
the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath
to enter you, and you shall live. ¢ And I
will lay sinews upon you, and will
cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in
you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that I am the LORD.”

7So I prophesied as I was commanded.
And as I prophesied, there was a
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone.
8 And I looked, and behold, there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come

upon them, and skin had covered them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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But there was no breath in them. ® Then
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man, and say to the
breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe on these slain, that they may
live.” 19So I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived and stood on
their feet, an exceedingly great army.

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man,
these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
indeed cut off.” 12 Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord
Gob: Behold, I will open your graves
and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And I will bring you into the
land of Israel. 13 And you shall know
that I am the LORD, when I open your
graves, and raise you from your graves,
O my people. 1 And I will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I
will place you in your own land. Then
you shall know that I am the LORD; I
have spoken, and I will do it, declares
the LORD.”



EPISTLE

The Epistle is from 1 John, chapter five.

4 For everyone who has been born of
God overcomes the world. And this is
the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. >Who is it that
overcomes the world except the one
who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?

¢ This is he who came by water and

1 John 5:4-10

there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit
and the water and the blood; and these
three agree. ° If we receive the
testimony of men, the testimony of God
is greater, for this is the testimony of
God that he has borne concerning his
Son. 1® Whoever believes in the Son of
God has the testimony in himself.
Whoever does not believe God has

blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water
only but by the water and the blood.
And the Spirit is the one who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

made him a liar, because he has not
believed in the testimony that God has
borne concerning his Son.

Standing
ALLELUIAAND VERSE Matthew 28:7b; John 20:26a, ¢
| 9 | — —— > — F—t — — n |
TS0 IS R N N R B e
I ‘ R

He has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee.

4

Eight days later Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
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Al-le - I ia Al-le-lu - ia Alde - lu - ia.
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HoLry GOSPEL

John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

i
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

19On the evening of that day, the first
day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 20 When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples were glad when they
saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, even so I am
sending you.” 22 And when he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 22 If you
forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve,
called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I
see in his hands the mark of the nails,
and place my finger into the mark of

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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the nails, and place my hand into his
side, I will never believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were
inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here,
and see my hands; and put out your
hand, and place it in my side. Do not
disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” 2 Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in
the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; 31 but these are
written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in
his name.



APOSTLES CREED [Matthew 10:32]

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope, we confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.
CATECHETICAL RECITATION The First Article
P) What is the First Article?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
(P) What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul,
eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children,
land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to
support this body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He
does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in
me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.
Sitting
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Lutheran Service Book 470 ”0 Sons and Daughters of the King”
P N — T | T
e
[IRNIVS | | [ = - | I | | | | | ]
PSR T \ ; i i
10 sons and daugh - ters of the King, Whom heav'n - ly
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day, The faith - ful
3 An an - gel clad in white they see, Who sits  and
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear; A - mong them
5 When Thom - as first the tid - ings heard  That they  had
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hosts in  glo-ry sing, To - day the grave has lost its sting!
wom - en  went their  way To seek the tomb where Je - sus lay.
speaks un - to the three, “Your Lord will go to Gal-i - lee”
came their mas-ter dear And said, “My peace  be with you here.”
seen the ris -en Lord, He doubt-ed the dis - ci-ples”  word.

Al - le - lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu- ia, al - le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu-1a, al - le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!

6 “My piercéd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7 No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8 How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9 On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

SERMON
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Standing

OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12

Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Sitting
OFFERING

Music

Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense Johann Sebastian Bach
MEDITATION

John 20:19 — “Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.”” The peace we
have in Jesus is what makes a life of good works possible. Since we know that it is Jesus who saved us — not our
works — we are now free to do good works. Good works shouldn’t be done out of self-interest but for the right
reasons — out of thanksgiving toward God and love for our neighbors.

“Faith [...] is not simply something to
be contemplated. It is not merely a
matter of giving assent to certain
supernatural truths, trusting in God’s
word. Faith is something to be lived;
we must let it penetrate our whole
being and shape our entire life.”
Frederico Suarez
Mary of Nazareth
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Standing

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

(P)

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.

Brief silence

P

Holy Father, You raised up Your Son from the dead, that He might bestow His Holy Spirit
and the forgiveness of sins on us. Grant that we may live joyfully as those who in Holy
Baptism have been crucified and raised up with Christ, that we also may testify boldly of
Him, His forgiveness and His peace to all who will hear. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, Your Son appeared to His disciples in His resurrected flesh and sent them out
to proclaim repentance for the forgiveness of sins in His name. Continue to raise up faithful
men to serve us in the Office of the Holy Ministry, and bless their work among Your people
who, with St. Thomas, confess Jesus as Lord and God. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, remember those who have wandered from the household of faith. Faithful to
Your promises, work all things in their lives to remind them of their need for Your unending
grace and steadfast love, that they might return to the faith and delight in Your Son, crucified
and raised for them. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You appoint rulers and officials for the sake of order and peace. Bless those
You have placed in authority over us in federal, state and local governments. Give to them
the desire to serve with integrity and honor and to work for the benefit of all. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, we praise Your Son’s resurrection from the dead and draw strength from His
ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. [Especially we pray
for .] Graciously receive our prayers of intercession and hear them for His sake.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, as Your Son made the disciples glad in His risen and life-giving flesh on the
tirst day of the week and again eight days later, so let us find gladness in His wounds and
His abiding presence among us each week in the blessed Sacrament. Give us a hunger for
Your Word of peace in this Supper, through which His risen and life-giving body and blood
are given to us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that out of Your indescribable grace and for the
sake of Your Son You have given us the Holy Gospel and instituted the Holy Sacraments,
that through them we may have comfort and the forgiveness of sin. Grant us Your Holy
Spirit, that we may heartily believe Your Word, and through the Holy Sacraments establish
our faith day by day, until at last we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.

1 ——m
e Jata

And with thy spir - it.

q

@ Lift wup your hearts.

We lift them up un - to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.

b e e g e S
[

[ O

CG?&D

It is meet and right so to do.

®

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to
praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Pschal
Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore
with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

“Our Lord appeared to his disciples and
showed them his side, in which rest all the
riches of God’s knowledge and wisdom;
he showed his heart, which had already
been wounded by his love for us before it
was struck by the point of the lance.”

St. Albert the Great (c. 1200 — 1280)

PAGE 16



LORD’S PRAYER

® Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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Matthew 6:9-13



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
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(P) Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be - trayed, took bread,
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the

dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I*bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.
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He took the cup after sup - per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My ‘I blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord John 20:19
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A - men.
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AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God John 1:29
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sitting

About participation in the Lord’s Supper:

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives
into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he
comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to
receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. [Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than Holy
Communion are asked to cross their arms over their chest.]

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

(Above is the “Model Communion Card Statement” from Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, a 1983 report by the
Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.)

PAGE 19



MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION

Lutheran Service Book 720 “We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight”
Hp 4 i
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1 We  walk by faith and not by sight, No
2 We may not touch is hands and side, Nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; And
4 For  You, O res - ur - rect - ed Lord, Are
5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, In
Ok # | I [ [ ]
1 AR A A
\ — —
gra - cious words we  hear From Him who spoke  as
fol - low where He trod; But in His prom - ise
may our faith a - bound To call on You when
found in means di - vine: Be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er light We may be-hold You
He 4 . ‘
[ e [ — [ | e | [ I I I [ Il |
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none e’er spoke, But we be - lieve Him near.
we re - joice And cry “My Lord and  God!”

You are near And seek where You are  found.
and the Word, Be - neath the bread and  wine.
as You are, With full and end - less sight.

“The secret of [Christ’s] heart is laid bare in
the wounds of his body. One can easily read in
them the mystery of God's infinite goodness
and merciful tenderness which came down to
us like a dawning from on high. How could you
indeed, Lord, show us more clearly than by
your wounds that you are indeed “full of
goodness and mercy abounding in love.””

St. Bernard of Clairvaux (c. 1090 — 1153)
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Standing

NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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Psalm 107:1



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

() Let us pray.
O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross and by
His glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of the enemy. Grant that all our sin
may be drowned through daily repentance and that day by day we may arise to live before
You in righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 2 Timothy 4:22, Psalm 1031
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[Pl The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
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His face shine upon you and be gra- cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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EASTER ACCLAMATION

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

RECESSIONAL HYMN

Lutheran Service Book 482 “This Joyful Eastertide”
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I This joy - ful Eas - ter - ude A - way with sin and
2 Death’s flood has lost its chill Since Je - sus crossed the
3 My flesh in hope shall rest And for a sea - son
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sor - row! My love, the Cru - ¢ - fied,
riv - er; Lov - er of souls, from 1l
slum - ber Till trump from east to  west
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Has sprung  to life  this mor - TOW:
My pass - ing soul de - liv - er:
Shall  wake the dead in num - ber:
| Refrain ‘ .
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Had Christ, who once was slain,  Not burst His three-day pris - on,
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ris-en, a-ris - en; But now has Christ a - ris - en!

POSTLUDE

La Réjouissance Georg Frideric Handel
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SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP

Presiding Minister
The Rev. David V. Miller, Pastor

Altar Assistant(s)
J.P. Morr, Head Elder
Penny Durden, Acolyte

Organist
Debbie Dickensheets, Director of Music

Altar Guild
Jeni Miller /Lucie Woolery

Usher(s)
Brian Beckman/Greg Ison

Fellowship Host(s)
The Miller family

SERVING NEXT WEEK

Presiding Minister
The Rev. David V. Miller, Pastor

Altar Assistant(s)
].P. Morr, Head Elder
Edie Durden, Acolyte

Organist
Debbie Dickensheets, Director of Music

Altar Guild
Caitlin East/]Jill Drachenberg

Usher(s)
Richard Drachenberg/Tracy Woolery

Fellowship Host(s)
Brian & Darlene Beckman
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CALENDAR

Sunday Second Sunday of Easter (Quasimodo Geniti)

4/11 Nursery available 8:30 — 11:30 AM
Children’s Sunday School 9:00 AM
Adult Bible Study: Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 9:00 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hour Following worship
Open Arms Board Meeting Following fellowship

Monday

4/12 Open Arms LCDC Closed
Church Office Closed

Tuesday

4/13 Open Arms LCDC 7:00 AM - 6:30 PM
Church Office 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Wednesday

4/14 Open Arms LCDC 7:00 AM - 6:30 PM
Church Office 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Open Arms LCDC Chapel 10:00 AM

Thursday

4/15 Open Arms LCDC 7:00 AM - 6:30 PM
Church Office 9:30 AM -2:30 PM

Friday

4/16 Open Arms LCDC 7:00 AM - 6:30 PM
Church Office 9:30 AM -2:30 PM

Saturday

4/17 Open Arms LCDC Closed
Church Office Closed

Sunday Third Sunday of Easter (Misericordias Domini)

4/18 Nursery available 8:30—11:30 AM
Children’s Sunday School 9:00 AM
Adult Bible Study: Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 9:00 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hour Following worship
Church Board Meeting Following fellowship
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;// ~ GROWING IN HIS WORD

*+ Adult Bible Study: Paul’s Epistle to the Romans

Theme:

Day & Time:

Location:

Law and Gospel. Judgment and grace. Freedom and bondage. These are just a
tew of the powerful themes St. Paul mentions in his letter to the Christians at
Rome. Masterfully, he uses such images to paint a vivid portrait of salvation in
Christ Jesus. Come, uncover the beautiful picture of what life now looks like on
account of your Savior.

Sundays at 9:00 A.M.
Church fellowship hall

*+ Women’s Group Bible Study: Praise and Honor: Hymn-Inspired Devotions

Theme:

Day & Time:

Location:

Come, delve into the great hymns of our church as they’re informed by God’s
Word! The Ascension Women’s Group is taking on a new hymn each month
using the book Praise and Honor: Hymn-Inspired Devotions by Timothy Shoup. It’s
available for purchase on Amazon for $13 or through Concordia Publishing
House for $18, and the book “features introductions to 14 hymns with
devotions based on each stanza, helping readers learn the biblical basis of the
words the authors chose.”

If you've never joined this group for a book study before, now is a great time —
since the ladies will be studying a different hymn each month, you're free to
come when you can and not stress if you can’t commit to every meeting.
Childcare is provided!

TBD
The Miller Home (address in directory)
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gﬂﬂ W ~ SERVING IN HIS NAME

*+ 1-1-1 Mission Campaign

Theme:

1-1-1 is a campaign of the English District to raise $1/per person/per week.
That means that by giving $4 each month, just $52 a year, everyone can give
toward the district’s mission efforts. Just think what could happen if every
person in the English District did this! Right now, those missions are focusing
on district ministries on college campuses. Please consider playing a part in this
special mission! Dollars may be contributed in the designated 1-1-1 Mission box
located in the narthex.

*+ Stewardship: Young Investors Club

Theme:

Day & Time:

Location:

“Stewardship is about using all that God has given to us according to the
vocations (‘callings’) that He has placed us in.” This includes managing our
finances, time, gifts, skills and whatever else the Lord has given us.

Stewardship living starts at early childhood and should not wait until
adulthood.

Therefore, each month in 2021 “Simple Gifts” stewardship devotions will be
included in the LCA newsletter, as the Stewardship Committee will place an
emphasis on the different vocations in which we each serve.

April’s focus is on the Lutheran Church Extension Fund’s Young Investors
Club. You may enroll your child or grandchild by opening an account in their
name. In this way, you can help them save for their future and learn what it
means to be God’s steward at such an important and formative age. Consider
picking up more information about the Y.I. Club after service by stopping by
the table set up in the narthex. Clara Smith, our Stewardship Chair, will be
available to answer your questions, and help you and your family take
advantage of this special opportunity through LCEF.

Sunday, April 11 after Divine Service
Church narthex
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LIFTING UP ONE ANOTHER IN PRAYER

Birthdays
*+ Kerstin Popescu, 4/11

Rebirthdays (Baptismal Anniversaries)
+ Drew Durden, 4/15

Wedding Anniversaries
*+ None this week

Membership Anniversaries
+ Drew Durden, 4/15

In Need

Recent Requests

For persecuted Christians:
*+ Nigeria

For comfort, health, and healing:

Mary Greene (neighbor of Ruth Henry)

Rev. David Heller (Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church, Athens, GA)
The unborn child of Lauren and J.P. Morr

Adi Murphy (former neighbor of the Beckmans)

Jimmy Murray (friend of Adrian Popescu)

Heidi Schnakenberg (niece of Clara Smith)

The unborn child of Luke Voss (former neighbor of the Schoellens)
All impacted by COVID-19

Peace and comfort for the family and friends of:
*+ Steven Taylor (friend of Kiki Popescu)

R X

Ongoing Requests
For family and friends of the congregation:
*+ Edith Bohannon (mother of Caitlin East’s friend)
*+ Terrie Dowling (aunt of Caitlin East)
-} Hannibal (Hank) Durden
*+ Fred Grenier (grandfather of Josh Mech)
*+ Brandon Irwin (friend of Lauren Morr)

For the leaders of Church and state:

Director Barbara Collins & Open Arms Board

English District Bishop Jamison Hardy & all district officials

LCMS President Matthew Harrison & all synodical officials

Pastor David Miller & Church Board of Lutheran Church of the Ascension

Rev. Dr. Jonathan & Dcs. Cheryl Naumann, missionaries to Dominican Republic
President Joseph Biden & all U.S. government officials

S e

PAGE 28



PAGE 29



PAGE 30



PAGE 31



THE LUTHERAN
CHURCH OF THE
ASCENSION

4000 ROSWELL ROAD - ATLANTA, GA 30342
404-255-0224 - 404-256-0037 FAX
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